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Pia st if icati o n  a w a rd 
''Butter'' label 
not the udder truth 
The plastification award this month 
goes to College Hills Movies Four 
popcorn butter, which it isn't. The 
sign says it's butter--it even says 
"It's better with butter"--but it's 
really better with coconut oil, 
anhydrous milk fat, and artificial 
color. That's what the bottle it 
comes in says. At least this goo 
has had something to do with a cow 
at some point, which is more than 
you can say for phony coffee ·cream. 
Nevertheless, labelling stuff butter 
when it's not is a dangerous trend, 
no doubt related to the Movies Four 
labelling certain films entertainment 
when they're not. 
The only theater we found that 
doesn't rig the popcorn butter is 
Eastland Cinema, where the guy said, 
"When we say butter, we mean 
butter." (However, if you'll turn 
your gaze to the decor of the lobby, 
you'll find that their definition of 
"plants" is not so pure.) The other 
theaters either admitted their 
butter is a sham or claimed that 
they actually don't know what they 
grease their popcorn with, which I 
find rather alarming. The Castle 
advises you to bring your own pop­
corn if you can't handle their 
bogus butter, which is called 
Supergold Topping--yum. 
How can Movies Four get by with 
calling theirs butter? The fraud­
ulent coffee creams have _to make 
up creative titles to avoid claim­
ing relationships to cows. On the 
same principle, I suggest that 
Movies Four change their sign to 
something like Popcorn Yellower, 
Popcorn Lubricant, Popcorn Elonder, 
Popcorn Emollient, or the simple 
but forceful Popcorn Sog. 
Then when I go to buy popcorn at 
the movies, I won't have to have 
a counter fit.e 
--Phoebe Caulfield 
Any suggestions for next month's 
Post-Amerikan Plastification 
Award? Just phone 'em in: 828-7232. 
ABOVE: College Hills Movies 4 butter popcorn 
machine doesn't have any butter in it. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
About us Post Sel-le-rs 
The Post-Amerikan is a worker con­
trolled collective that puts out this 
paper. If you'd like to help, give 
us a call and leave your name with our 
wonderful answering machine. Then 
we'll call you back and give you the 
rap about the Post. You start work at 
nothing per hour and stay there. 
Everyone is paid the same. Ego 
gratification and good karma are the 
fringe benefits. 
Decisions are made collectively by 
staff members at our regular meetings. 
All workers have an equal voice. The 
Post has no editor or hierarchical 
structure, so quit calling up and 
asking who's in charge. Ain't nobody 
in charge. 
Anybody who reads this paper can tell 
the type of stuff we print. All 
worthwhile material is welcome. We 
try to cho9se �rticles that are timely, 
relevant, informative, and not avail­
able in other local media. We will 
not print anything racist, sexist or 
ageist. 
Most of our material and inspiration 
for material comes from the community. 
We encourage you, the reader, to 
become more than a reader. We welcome 
all stories and tips for stories, 
which you can mail to our office. The 
deadline for the next issue·is Dec. 3. 
We like to print your letters. Try to 
be brief. If you write a short 
abusive letter, it's likely to get in 
print. But long abusive letters, 
especially ones that set fbrth ideas 
you can read in Time magazine every 
week, are not likely to get printed. 
Long, brilliantly writt€n, non-abusive 
letters may, if we see fit, be printed 
as articles. 
If you'd like to come work on the Post 
and/or come to meetings, call us at 
828-7232. You can also reach folks at 
828-6885. 
You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy, except for the first 50 
copies, on which you make only 10¢ a 
copy. Call us at 828-7232. 
Mail, which we more than welcome, 
should be sent to: Post-Amerikan, 
PO Box 3452, Bloomington IL 61701. 
Be sure you tell us if you don't want 
your letter printed! Otherwise, it's 
likely to end up on our letters page. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
goOO nambeus 
God 1-800-JCS -1000 (1-201-555-1212 
Alcoholics Anonymous 828-5049 in New Jersey) 
American Civil Liberties Union 454-1787 National Health Care Services (abortion 
CETA 827-4026 assistance in Peoria) 691-9073 
Clare House (Catholic Workers) 828-4035 National Runaway Switchboard 800-621-
Community for Social Action 452-4867 4000; in Illinois 800-972-6004 
· 
Connection House 829-5711 Occupational Development Center 
Countering Domestic Violence (PATH) 828-7324 
827-4005 PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone 
Dept. of Children and Family Services Help) 827-4005 
828-0022 Parents Anonymous 827-4005 (PATH) 
Dept. of Health, Education & Welfare Planned Parenthood 827-8025 
(Social Security Admin.) 829-9436 Post-Amerikan 828-7232 
Dept. of Mental Health 828-4311 Prairie State Legal Services 827-5021 
Draft counseling 452-5046, 828-4035 Project Oz 827-0377 
Gay Action/Awareness Union of McLean Public Aid, McLean County 827-4621 
County 452-5852 Rape Crisis.Line 827-4005 (PATH} 
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 828-9085 Small Changes Bookstore 829-6223 
HELP (transportation· for handicapped & Sunnyside Neighborhood Center 827-5428 
senior citizens) 828-8301 TeleCare 828-8301 
Illinois Lawyer Referral Service Unemployment Compensation/ Job Service 
800-252-8916 827-6237 
Kaleidoscope 828-7346 United Farmworkers Support Group 
McLean County Health Dept 829-336� 452-5046 
Mobile Meals (for shut-ins) 828-8301 Women's Switchboard 800-927-5404 
•••••••••••••••••••••• 
BLOOMINGTON 
Amtrak station, 1200 w. Front 
The Back Porch, 402� N. Main 
Biasi's Drugstore, 217 N. Main 
Bus nepot, 523 N. East 
Common Ground, 516 N. Main 
Discount Den, 207 N. Main 
Gene's Drive-_in, 1019 s. Main 
Haag Drugstore, 509 w. Washington 
K-Mart, at parking lot entrance off 
of Empire 
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland 
Last Page, 416 N. Main 
Law & Justice Center, West Front 
Main and Front, southwest corner 
Main and Washington, northeast corner 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 
Mel-0-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main 
Mike's Market, 1013 N. Park 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
My Place, 424 N. Main 
Pantagraph (in front.of building), 
301 w. Washington 
The Park Store, Wood and Allin 
Red Fox, 918 w. Market 
Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main 
Steak n Shake, Locust and Clinton 
U.S. Post Office, 1511 E. Empire (at 
exit) 
U.S. Post Office, Center and Monroe 
Wash House, 609 N. Clinton 
Washington & Clinton, southeast corner 
NORMAL 
Alamo II, 319 North (in front) 
Blue Dahlia, 121 E. Beaufort 
Bowling & Billiards Center, ISU 
Cage, ISU University Union 
Dairy Queen, 1110 s. Main 
Drastic Plastic Records, 115 North 
Eisner's, East College & Towanda (at 
College entrance) 
Gallery III, 111 E. Beaufort (in front) 
Midstate Truck Plaza, U.S. 51 north 
Mother Murphy's, 111� North 
North & Broadway, southeast corner 
Old Main Bookstore, 207 s. Main 
Record-Service, Watterson Place 
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main 
Upper Cut, 318 Kingsley 




Urbana, Horizon Bookstore, 517 s. 
Goodwin 
Blackburn College Bookstore , 
Carlinville , Illinois 
····�···-······· · · ···---····· ... .... .................................... . 
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Last S aturday I participated in that 
anti-nuke c aravan, and I want to s h are 
with you and the readers s ome of our 
experiences . 
My involvement started in Dec atur where 
we rented a Ryder semi-tractor and 
flatbed trai ler, onto which we trans­
ferred a 1 0 0 0  gallon yellow plastic 
farm fertilizer t ank with r aJioactive 
symbols painted on i t . We dropped an 
" ioni z ation type " home smoke detector 
into the t ank, so that it really would 
be radioactive . 
We drove to the Clinton nuke s i te - - the 
visitor ' s  center--it was the first time 
I ' d  been there . As we le ft C linton 
towards the cente r  on I ll .  Rt . 1 0 ,  I 
was re ally impres s e d  by what a pretty 
little valley we pas sed through-- the 
trees were j us t  turning--very serene , 
yet death lurked j ust around the corner . 
We pulled into the vi s i to r  center park­
ing lot and we re greeted by a dozen 
or so fellow protesters, a 'l'V c ame ra 
crew, and seve ral I ll .  Power goons 
with yellow h ardhats and cameras . 
We revi sed our plans (we were 80 
minute s behind s chedule ) , secured our 
signs, and departed .  
we pulled onto Rt . 1 0  and headed for 
Rt . 51 ( C linton) . If and ·when the 
Clinton nuke starts ope rating, many 
trucks a year will follow thi s  �oute; 
many more will converge onto thi s  
route ,coming from other nukes, be­
c ause the Morris dump serves many 
s t ates . At the first stop sign 
inte rsection was the John Warner Hos­
pi tal. We turned north and a �ouple 
blocks later pulled over next to a� 
elementary s choo l y ard . I f  you thi�k 
that sounds incredible--trucks h auli�g 
plutonium, named for Pluto, the god 
of hell, would ge t so close to an 
assembly of innocents--j ust talk to 
the people of Johnson County, Colo . , 
where truckers h auling open trai lers 
of urani um are routinely parked in 
their downtown next to s chools, 
b us inesses, and re st aurants . 
Spyi ng o n  te e n s 
Eyes and ears 
(and brains) 
short supply • 1n 
cpf 
We were paranoid about the whole 
event ,  s o  we le ft all our Pocket 
Rockets ( amphetamines ) and Left­
H anded Cigarettes at home . But we 
wonde re d  how many drivers would have 
been under the influence of spee�, 
grass ,  booze, f atigue ,  and the �ime 
pre s sure of keeping th�t.
expens ive 
rig moving to make a living . Most 
over- the-road d rivers are profe s­
s ionals concerned with.saf�ty, but the human e rror potential is some­
thing to be cons ide red nonethele s s . 
As we drove into Bloomington-Normal, 
the people didn ' t  know what hit them 
until we were past them . We went 
through town for the s ake of publi­
ci ty--more people would see us-­
though the actual route would bypass 
B - N  v i a  the interstate loop on the 
outski rts of town . 
We passed the Woodhi ll Towers, YMCA, 
I ll.  Wesleyan, County J ail, Library, 
and on out to the Union 76 truck �top, 
where we b roke for lunch with oui · 
truck of poison outs ide . After 
lunch, we went back to Brandtville , 
then north on 51 thru B- N, past the 
ISU football c rowc, onto Rt . 55 and 
north . We bypassed mos t of the small 
towns ;  we got off at Pontiac because we 
could cruise thro ugh town and get back 
on the inte rstate eas ily . We stopped 
at the mall in Ponti ac and distributed 
some le a flets . Generally spe aking, we 
got a good reception there--people 
were conce rned, alarmed, and down­
right hos tile toward nuclear power .  
We continue d  on to Rt . 47, turned 
nor th, and drove through the country . 
Again, like on the road f rom the nuke 
plant to the inte rstate , we encou�ter­
ed more f a rm machinery . I 'd r ather 
h ave s low moving tractors, wagon s ,  and 
combines than he avy semi s rolling 55-
65 mph with the ir toxi c cargo . W� 
d rove past s trip mines ,  house trailers , 
vacation home s ,  res tricted are as, 
cooling ponds, home s, natura l gas 
lines, h igh power elecricity trans-
. miss ion lines, right up to the Morris 
B loomington Police Chie f Donald 
S tory and the c ity liquor commiss ion 
are prepared to develop a network of 
volunteer c i ti zen spies to combat 
teenage immorality . 
The plan fortunately rece ived a 
slight setback in Oc tober, however, 
when the Teenage Liquor Concern 
Commi ttee declined to use its members 
as undercover plants to monitor 
teenagers in liquor s tore s . 
" What needs to be developed, " C hief 
S tory was quoted as s ay ing in the 
P antagraph, " is . . .  people who are 
willing to tell us when some thing 
illegal has happened and are willing 
to tes t i fy . We really have to depend 
on the eyes and ears of the 
community . " 
Those eyes and ears are needed to 
spo t teenagers attempting to buy 
liquor, S to ry believes . 
Two years ago, B loomington made a 
hand ful o f  arrests by stationing 
undercover o f f icers inside 
cooperating liquor store s .  B ut 
relying on paid officers proved too 
expensive, so Chie f Story thought 
some patr iotic c i ti zens might be 
willing to spy on the kids for free . 
" The use of volunteers for interior 
surveillance ha s a lot of potential, " 
S tory told the Pantagraph S ep t .  1 1 . 
" It very definitely could be a 
succe s s ful program . " 
We could ' ve put on a hell of a show, 
with figure s in sackcloth capes, faces 
painted out, s cythes, and so on, ghos t 
r i ders in the c ab o f  that semi , more 
ghosts preceding us down the main 
streets of all those towns, passing 
out the pamphlets, rele as ing balloo�s, 
etc . I t  also would h ave been nice to 
ha're a couple big black Cadillac 
hearses following us- - a  much better 
vis ual mes s age to ge t people ' s  atten­
tion. 
As i t  was, we got back on the inter­
state ( took a small detour to visit 
friends ) and headed home . At Bloom­
ington I le ft the semi and Diesel Dick 
continued on to Decatur to return 
our rented rig, and then back to 
B-N. The res t  of us owe many thanks 
to that courageous and generous gear 
j ammer for his time and e f forts . 
I should mention the highlight o f  our 
little detour . We pulled into thi s 
s leepy little one-horse town and 
parked the rig, to walk h alf a block 
to our friend ' s  house . I hea de d  the 
other way to get a twelve-pack to 
wet our whistle . The driver climbed 
down out of the rig, and thi s  guy 
stepped out onto his porch, screamin ' 
" Get that thing out o f  here ! "  The 
dr iver said, "What? " and this guy-­
turns ·out he ' s  the mayor--kept 
s creamin' " Do you know how to get out 
of town ? ? "  The driver s ai d, " It ' s  
not re ally nuke waste--i t ' s  a protest!" 
The mayor grinned, s aid, " Well, 
that ' s  all right--come on over and h ave 
a drink--how ' re you doin'? " I t ' s  
good to know ·that there's at least one 
mayor conce rned about the dan?er of 
nuke waste and ready to put his back­
bone where his mouth is • • 
Merna 
I t could still be a " success " -- i f 
the polic e chief can find another 
organization to provide the 
volunteers . The Teenage Liquor 
Conc ern Committee ( TLC ) dec ided in 
early Oc tober to stay out of the 
program-- too many questions about 
legal liability, they s aid . 
Accord ing to the Pantagraph, 
committee members also feared " that 
teenagers might regard TLC members 
as informants if they partic ipated 
in the surveillance program . " 
Not that they would be informants-­
j ust that teenager s '  drug- and 
alcohol- fogged mind s would perce ive 
them as informants . 
Chief Story also believes that 
bartenders should be licensed, 
perhaps to weed out some of the 
unsavory types who have criminal 
convic tions in their background s .  
" We have some people selling liquor 
who have suc h  ques tionable back­
ground s that they shouldn ' t  be 
do ing it, "  the Pantagraph quoted 
S tory . " We have people who have 
sold narcotics who are bartend ing . "  
We also have a convic ted wiretapper 
who ' s  a chief of police, don ' t  we, 
Don?e 
--Mark S ilverstein 
ounty jail no place for kids·----
In the middl e  or so o f  our fair 
community of B loomington i s  loc ated 
the McLean C ounty Law and " Justic e "  
C enter. For our purposes, l et ' s  use 
the term j us tice very loosely from 
here on in. Inside the Law and 
Justice C enter are housed ind ividuals 
in o ur county who , for a variety of 
reasons ,  are e i ther considered too 
dangerous to be 
cons idered deserving o f  punishment. 
These ind ividua l s  are children, our 
c h i ldren, the children of thi s 
community. 
In the correc tional l i terature , 
inc arceration is to have four 
purpo s e s : 1) re formation, 2) 
incap ac ita tion, 3) retr ibution, 
4) deterrenc e. The environment in 
S tate Farm Insurance 
wrecks homes 
Be cause  State Farm Insurance Company had th e money to QUY them, three 
perfe ctly fine house s  at  the corne r of Jefferson . and Gri dley streets  were demo lish e d  in la te Octo ber . State Farm be liev es  the land could 
be better use d  for s toring idle automo bi le s . Eve ry addi tional 
parking lot contribut e s  to the blighted appearance o f  the downtown 
area and furthers i t s  deterioration .  A s  a.ma j or employer , State 
Farm
1 
could reli eve the pre s sure fo r more d9wntown parking lo ts 
by promo ting incentive s for e mploye e s  who use the bus , walk , or  form 
car pools . Wouldn ' t  a cash bonus corlvince enough employe e s  that they 
don ' t  ne e d  to drive their own cars to work each day? A program o f  
such incentives would b e  more civic -minded than mo st o f  State Farm ' s  
community service contribution . 
NATURAL FOODS 
516 N. Main St. Bloomington, Ill. 61701 
COMMON GROUND now offers you the opp�rtunity to cut fooJ 
and vitamin costs by 10%. You mav obtain our 1090 di scount 
club card in the fol lowing two ways: 
(1) You m ay purchase a discount card for a yearly fee of $10. 
(2) You may earn d free discount ClYd by <lccumulating $SO 
worth of COMMON CROUND sales receipts. Siqply save your 
receipts untjl yuu have a total of $50, at �hich time we will 
present you with :J FRET' 10% discount c;:,1rcl good for one year. 
Once you have your discount card, simply present it at the 
checkout counter fnr a 10% discount on ;·v·ry purchase. 
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which these kids l ive i s  one o f  
bars and locks. These a re not 
de terrent qual itie s ,  nor are they 
reformative; therefore,  incapac ita­
tion and retribution are the McLean 
County j ai l ' s  purposes. Kids in 
j ail become tomorrow ' s  pr ison popu­
lation. Mos t  adults in prison 
today were institutional ized as 
child ren. 
I don ' t  know wha t  kind of rehab i l i­
tation programs they are util izing 
in thi s  warehouse; wha t I do know 
is that thes e  kids share the s ame 
j ai l  confines as the adul ts� I 
further know that there are indeed 
some forms of contact between the 
adult j �il population and these 
children. 
Let us consider some of the 
sc ientific evidence conce rning 
ins titutionalization along with one 
of the theor ies which exp l a ins 
c r ime. re seems that the ind ividua l ' s  
s e l f- identity is a reflec tion o f  the 
way o thers reac t to him/her. F urther­
more, sel f-worth is  a l so a reflec tion 
of o thers ' reac tions. What are we 
s aying to children about themselves 
when we p l ace them in cha ins and 
c ages? Soon the child begins to see 
this image and ac ts it out; we have 
what is called a sel f-fulfilling 
prophecy. 
Second, we c annot produce pos i tive 
c hange by brutalizing them; they 
only end up rej ec ting their rej ectors . 
One last point worth mentioning is 
that criminals learn to be criminal s  
from other criminals . These c hildren 
up there should not be in contac t 
with the ad ults. 
Some of the other re s ults of j ailing 
are worth mentioning. We provide a 
manner in whic h ind ividuals with 
str ange and perverted needs can 
fu�fil l their authoritarian desires. 
From my contac t with individuals 
who work in this type of situation, 
I believe that this often happens . 
I cannot unders tand why we continue 
to j ail these kids in the face of 
empiric al, scientific ally proven 
evidence about the bad e ffec ts of 
ins titutionalizing and inc arc erating 
children . I can, however, o ffer some 
probable reason s .  The need to have 
revenge outweighs con s truc tive and 
pos itive thinking . How c an we come 
to terms with what we are doing; how 
c an we treat kid s l ike animals? I 
think that the answer l ies in who is 
inc arcerated. We do know that tho se 
in pr ison are predominantly of the 
lower class and for the most part 
minorities .  I feel that it would be 
safe to ass ume the chil dren inc arcer­
ated in the McLean County Law and 
Justic e Center c ome from families o f  
l ow social status and power. Stud ies 
have shown that lower c l ass kids have 
not c ornered the market on criminal 
behavior; rather t�ey have cornered 
the marke t on police sc rutiny and 
their behavior is morP �ikcl.y to 
be handled f ormally thr�ugh the 
c ourts. 
At any rate, I c ontend •. h�t there is 
2.<.·, Arreric an phenon1eLcc· :;n,r.::-J.ved here. 
No one bec omes upset unt: i 1 \ve 
al�ena te the middle cl�ss, As with 
drugs in the 60s, no one wag alarmed 
unt.il they c aused p;·o.blems .i.n the 
gc<·d families and r.cig�1borhoods . 
My cons cience canno� Jet th i s go by 
unprote sted. • 




i Page 5 Minorities face setbacks in education i 
: The MidAmerica Association of Edu- many of the gains of the civil rights : 
* cational Opportunity Program Personnel, movement will be lost. He suggested : : an organization working with minor- that already some of the coalitions * ·* i ties and poor students in secondary formed during that time are brea)<.ing * 
* and postsecondary education, sponsored down. : : a leadership cJnference for some of its * 
* members on Sept. 28-30 in South Beloit, Besides social unrest and fear-mot- : : I llinois. At that conference one of ivated selfishness, Mr. Henderson sees * 
* the keynote speakers was Hugh Hen- growing crime and violence; for those : * derson a black man who is Secretary are the conditions that arise when 
: for th� Department of Employee Rela- the country is in economic trouble. : 
* tions for the State of Wisconsin. According to him, the "haves" may have : * reason to fear, because those who do * : I n  that address he made several chill- not have are going to try to take : * ing predictions for minorities and from those who do. As a result, more * : poor people in the 80's, but he also people--minorities and the poor, that : * challenged us to confront this decade is--will go to pri�on. * : with our swords sharpened. His : * predictions were based on what we have Those in political power know the * * seen s0 far from the Reagan Admini- score; that is, they know that we are * : stration and from the conservative heading into this situation. Yet : * philosophy that is sweeping the they are unwilling to do anything about * : country. That conservative philo- it. In the Hisonsin legislature this : * sophy will have greater and greater session, for instance, there are no * : impact in our lives as we wade into bills that will help equal opportunity : *the 80's. or keep young people out of street * * trouble. I nstead, there are three new * : Mr. Anderson told us that social unrest bills to build new prisons. The legis- : * will grow. And there will be a growing lators seem to be concerned with put- * : selfishness directed from those people ting people who are in trcuble away, : * who have jobs against those who don't. rather than with helping them. * * Such selfishness will arise out of the * : fear of the "haves" "'.-11at they will I n  addition, there is a new game in : * lose their livelihoods, that they will town. The game is called "Blames- * : join the ranks of the "have-nots." manship." Here is the way it works: support itself. And with the federal * 
*There will be fights over jobs between Employers blame schools and parents government influencing the states : : every conflicting group--blacks and for unmotivated, unproductive workers·; to cut back in the same areas, how * 
*whites, men and women, husbands and workers blame employers for outdated can a son or daughter from such a : : wives, old and young. If that happens, equipment. Social workers blame family hope to go on to school? * 





E. Stewart el t--+-.. llllii-iiiiiii iii_.__ .. A Morris Tick Co. 
0 0 It:> 
- ;r/Oll." h-i. 7Jo, /f 
Jaf. 8--//30 
30¢ lb for lOOlbs or more 
workers blame the social services for are told to stay that way. * 
eating up too much of the tax money : 
that should be spent on hig:1er-paying Given the times we are in and the * 
jobs for them. Y.'hi tes blame blacks time we are approaching, we• ve got to : ... E,lacks blame whites ... Christians recogn'ize coalition as the only * 
blame Jews ... And on, and on, and·on.. P.lausible game in town. We must pool * 
Blamesmanship is a ridiculous game - our resources in coalitions with groups : 
perpetrated by the Powerful against with which we pe�haps have never coop- * 
groups of the Powerless. No matter e:::ated before. Only with the strength : 
who is to blame, THE PROBLE1-1S ARE of s.everal groups as support can we * 
STILL THERE· As long as They can hope to prate.ct the interest� of each : keep us playing that game, and thus of those groups. Only with the * 
keep us at each other's throats, the strength of multipl.e-group coalition * 
less likely we are to find solutions can we hope to attain the power to : 
l Bur:ger:/cpf Rache 
to the problems. And the more likely 
They are to continue to oppress us all. 
Already attempts are being made to 
further exclude minorities and poor 
people from postsecondary education. 
Major cutbacks in federal financial 
address our problems. : 
I t  is going to be increasingly impor­
tant that'we pay attention to what our 
congressmen and congresswomen are 
doing. We need to talk to them about 
the issues we favor and the issues we 
oppose. Minority groups have not been 
in the habit of writing to their legis­
lators. However, such a tactic must 
be employed if we are to protect, over 
the next decade, what quality of life 
we have. Legislators respond to input 
from people in their districts. 
A good example is congressional res­
ponse to the Social Security issue. 
The American public responded to the 
mere threat of a cutback with such 
outrage that their vote-susceptible 
legislators heard them. As a result, 
the Reagan Administration backed off 
of any threatened cuts. We must make 
our legislators represent the con--�­
cerns of minorities and poor people, 
or surely we will be trampled in the 
haste for retrenchment. 
Mr. Henderson strongly concluded that 
educators must not stand by and watch 
the Affirmative Action gains lost for 
minority students. If education is 
one way out of the social dilemma for 
minorities and poor people in this 
country, educators have the obligation 
to get together with others and send a 
loud message to the lawmakers. I n  
addition, educators have the obligation 
to let students in on the gaming that 
is required of them for survival in the 
80's. Disadvantaged students must 
know who is taking advantage of them 
and why. But, more important, they 
must know how to turn the advantage 
for their own purposes. If the educa­
tional structures in which we work · 
cannot support the teaching of this 
survival skill, we still need to find 









































































aid go hand-in-hand with cutbacks . . *· 
in a poor family's ability to --Julia Visor . * =*********************************************************************� 
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The other night, after spending a 
couple o f  hours laughing at the 
d ialogue of " Hawai i  5-0, " which is  
not s upposed to be funny, and at 
" S aturday Night, " which is, I was 
s t i l l  not s leepy, so I dec ided to 
check out the C hristian B roadc ast ing 
Network (CBN) and see what the 
Christians were up to. They, too, 
are usually good for a laugh. 
But what I saw on my screen that 
night outraged even me. I used to 
think "Soap " was a l ittle racy, but 
what CBN was broadcasting that night 
made "Soap" seem as pure as " C aptain 
Kangaroo." 
The show was full of everything the 
Christians say they c an ' t  to lerate : 
semi-c lo thed women, .il l ic it and 
il legal rel ationships, anti- family 
biases, s trong female charac ters who 
outwit a l l  the men and are not 
content to be homemakers, weak male 
characters who al low the women to 
outwit them and al low them to be 
something other than homemakers, role 
revers a l s, interrac ial affairs, the 
whole shot. 
I was shocked. I was further 
disturbed that the show was sponsored 
by T ime-Li fe, Inc . 
This is what I s aw on CBN : 
First we saw these two men who 
obviously have a very traditional ,  
stereotyped, gay re lationship. 
Peter, who is Chinese ( and very 
probably Communist, or at least 
heathen), stays at home all the time. 
He does all the cooking, cleaning, 
shopping, and all other housework. 
Bentley, who is wh ite, has a j ob 
outside the home. He works as an 
attorney and c learly supports both 
himse l f  and his " fr iend ." 
That is bad enough, but there is 
more. 
Also l iving in the house, a relative 
newcomer to the s ituation, is a 
sed uc tive, voluptuous, nubile 16-year 
year-old girl c a l led Kel ly. She 
wa lks around scantily c l ad mos t  o f  the 
t ime, and when she wear s dresses there 
is  no doubt in anyone ' s  mind that she 
is a r ather fully developed l ittl e  
Lo l ita. 
S he seems not to go to school ,  nor 
does she have a j ob. It is c lear 
that B entley is supporting her, too. 
S he sometimes stays at home with 
Peter, and sometime s she goes to work 
with Bentley. She does no work; she 
is  there only so he ( and the viewing 
aud ience) c an take in a l l  her 
" charms." 
S he seduc tive ly refers to Bentley as 
her " unc le, " and he c a l l s  her his 
"niece." I imagine they had to think 
up this s tory so the neighbors 
couldn ' t  comp l ain. 
B ut it is c lear that they are not 
kin. At one po int Bentley ' s  
secretary, seeing how muc h work she 
has to do and that Ke l ly doe s  
noth ing, asks Kel ly how she might 
become a " n iece, " too. 
And it does not stop there ! 
As i f  Ke l ly doesn ' t  see enough action 
on the home front, she hersel f is 
involved in yet another sord id sexual 
tri angle! She has a girl friend, 
�···············4 
Ideological eunuch? Tuesday 
A memo signed Oct. 8, 1976, by Andrew 
B a iley, then chief of the mining 
operations branc h o f  the Department 
o f  Interior ' s  Geolog ical S urvey, 
instruc ted his sta f f : "When the 
Geologic al Survey has the lead in 
prepar ing environmental statements,  
infl ammatory words s uch as defi led, 
d isturbed, devas tated, r avaged, 
gouged, scarred and destroyed should 
not be used. These are words used by 
the S ierra C l ub, Friend s of the 
Earth, environmental i sts, homosexuals,  
ecologists and other ideo logical 
eunuchs opposed to deve loping mining 
resourc es." 
Sounds a lot l ike Interior Secretary 
James Watt, you s ay. Wel l ,  Watt 
recently c hose B a iley to serve a s  
ac ting c hief of the Geo log ical 
Survey ' s  conservation d ivis ion-­
another move that wasn ' t  l ikely to 
please the 1.1 mill ion ideologic al 
eunuchs who s igned the S ierra C l ub ' s  
petition to have Watt ousted. For 
his part, B a i ley admits that he 
signed the 1976 memo but c l a ims that 
he d idn ' t  actual ly read it. " It ' s  
j us t  one of those things that j ust 
arrived on his desk, " a spokesper son 
for B ai ley told the New York T imes •• 
- - In These Times 424 N� h\ain 
Ginger- - a  very intimate girl friend, 
if you c atch my drift. The two 
women spend a whole lot of time 
together, muc h o f  it in Kelly ' s  
bedroom "talking." 
And the two of them a l so have a 
boyfr iend-- a s  i f  they needed one. 
His name is Howard. He and the girls 
spend a lot of t ime at the beach. 
This is obviously another f l imsily 
d i sguised attempt to s how women in 
wet, c l inging c lothes .  Just the sort 
of tant a l i z ing t i t i l l ation CBN c la ims 
to hate. 
The only thing that seems to be 
miss ing in this scandalous show is 
bestial ity. B ut I am s ure that 
eventual ly one of the people involved 
will buy a couple of r ather l arge dogs 
( one male, one female, so nobody ' s  
partic u l ar pervers ion w i l l  be over­
looked) to comp l ete the set. 
I am not sure what c an be done abo ut 
suc h  smut on te levision. CBN is 
pr ivately owned and operated, so the 
pub l ic ' s  hands are somewhat tied. 
B ut one thing you c an do, i f  you are 
as outraged by thi s  k ind of 
programming as I am, is  wri te to the 
loc al Telec able o ffice and demand that 
the CBN be taken o ff the air in this 
communi ty. We do not have to tolerate 
this c a l iber of programming, 
e spec ially on a c able c h annel we must 
pay for. 
Another thing you could do is wri te 
to T ime-Life, Inc. and tel l  them you 
are go ing to boycott the ir publica­
tions unless they stop sponsor ing 
suc h  godless smut. I know that means 
a sacri f  ice--no Time, no Life, no 
S ports Il lustrated. B ut we as a 
people wil l  have no time for l i fe i f  
this is  any example of the sports CBN 
wants i l l ustrated. 
�ct now, before it's too late ! 
By the way, CBN c a l l s  this program 
" B achelor Father." 
I c a l l  it " B achelor Filth." • 
50e beer niqht 
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Miscellaneous ou�rages,�� 
·you may have missed �� 
So m e  
�g.-t\t. t,eit\ awaren ess Du m b  or raci st? si\._e-i:s 
From Oct . 5 through Oct . 9, the 
National Organization for Women 
sponsore d Rape Awarene s s  Week . With 
speakers, films, pane l dis cus sions, 
even a Take Back the Night March 
(attended by 50 women ), the we ek of  
programs provided material for media 
coverage every day- - that is, if the 
media were intere s te d . 
I llinois Sta te Universi ty ' s  student 
newspaper, the Vide tte, didn ' t  bo ther 
to  cover any o f  Rape Awarene s s  We ek's 
e vents . Ins tead, the paper cappe d o ff 
th e week Oct . 9 by publishing a 
spe cial pull -out se ction titled  
" Pi c king Up, " which even included 
sugge sted opening line s to use in 
bars .e  
Slave l a bor 
McLean County Jail admini s trator G ary 
Plo ense has some strong o pinions about 
prisoners performing work while doing 
time - -and performing that work fo r 
fre e . " I'm no t going to ask the 
county to allo cate money for prisoners 
to do work, " Ploense told the Panta ­
graph . "By law I can force them to 
work . "  
One prisoner regularly washe s  and 
waxe s  Plo ens e ' s car . "As long as I ' m 
the jail supe rintendent, I should have 
the shinie s t  car aro und, " Ploense 
bragge d to the Pantagraph . 
Plo e nse  once argue d that the Po s t ­
Amerikan should be prohibited  from the 
county j ail  be cause a ro lle d-up copy 
would make a formidable weapon .• 
Gen Tel l ies 
Bas e d  on a new de cision from.the 
Federal Communications Commission, 
Gen Tel  will be charging almo st  double 
for installing telephones s tarting 
Nov . 1 .  
The FCC de cision, and all the public 
relation explanations that you read 
about the increases, will explain that 
the phone company is now charging 
exac tly what i t  costs  the company to 
complete the phone ins tallation . 
Previously, the PR rap go e s, the phone 
company charge d only about 45% of the 
ac tual cost of ins tal ling phone s . Now 
they are charging 100%. 
" Th e  FCC de cision was bas e d  on the 
philo sophy that telephone users should 
pay for what they ge t when th ey get  
i t, " the Pantagraph ' s  explanatory 
arti c l e  said . 
So  how c ome the rates for busines s 
ins talla ti o n  and re sidential 
installati o n  are s till different ? 
Do e s  i t  really co s t  Gen Tel more to 
hook up a phone a t  a downtown s tore 
than it do e s  to  hook one up in th e 
apartment ups tairs?e 
Underwhelming 
support 
Bloomington Scho o l  Superintendent 
G e orge Stime ling to ld the s ch o o l  board 
O c t, 21 that "a signi fi cant numbe� of  
-s tudents support the board ' s  (s trict ) 
s tand on drugs and alcoh o l, " a c co rding 
to the Pantagraph . 
Stimeling based his contention o n  the 
flimsy evidence of a survey which 
polled  66 sophomore s and only 46 
s e nio rs . But there are 414 s ophomore s 
and J5J s eniors in the s cho o l . Even 
with his hand -picked sample, Stimeling 
go t only 77% of the se cond-year 
s tudents to say they �upport his 
po licie s·• 
To fu is be coming more wide ly known in 
the Uni t e d  States as a cheap, versa­
tile, and nutri tious foo d .  For 2000 
years, according to The Bo o k  of  To fu, 
to fu has s erve d  as "thP- backbone o f  
Ori ental vege tarian die ts . "  S o  i t  i s  
ei the r ignorance, racism, or  bo th 
which leads the Pantagraph ' s  e ditorial 
wri te r to refe r  to tofu sole ly as 
" that s oybean substitute fo r 
hamburger . "  
Always known 
"A po lice department i s  like a small 
communi ty . Word ge ts  around, is  
spread among the o fficers . I t ' s  j us t  
like a bunch o f  women talking . ' Hey, 
did ya know that so and so had a 
problem wi th such and such? ' Onc e . 
someone is  identifi e d  to the poli c e, 
h e  continue s to be known . " 
- -Bloomington po li ce offi cer Rick 
Davis, Sept . 2 ,  1981 , speaking in a 
dis cussion after the film Rape Culture 
sponso red by the Rape Crisis Center . • 
Publ ic, but boring 
Blo omin� ton-Normal ' s  Joint Cable 
Te levision Committee  se ems ready to 
fight for the exi s tence of publi c 
access  studio and public access  
programming . But the committee does  
no t seem to  care if the programming 
has any content . 
In its se cond report to the city 
councils, the committee says that it 
"very much agre e s " with a po licy 
sugge sted by Chris Rollins, who super­
vises  De catur ' s  publi c access studio . 
"Mr . Rollins indi cate d that it is  a 
go o d  policy to avoid even mild 
controversi e s  to the extent po s sible, " 
the committee report e d .  An example o f  
the controversi e s  t o  b e  avoide d :  
De catur has a Planne d Parenthood 
program whi ch is  " somewhat 
controversial . "  
Eliminating controversy would 
comple tely subvert the intent of 
publi c access  as it was originally 
written into FCC regulations gove rning 
cable television .• 
Gentlemen's 
Adult Books 
1506 N. Main Bloomington 
OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY 
7DAYSAWEEK 
Books Magazines 
. Newspapers Novelties 
Videotapes 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN ON FILMS 
Peep Shows In Rear 
YOU MUST BE 21 OR O LDER--1.D. REQUI RED 
All people's Congress blasts budget cuts 
Detroit--A coalition of widely d i ffer­
ing peop l e- -Ha itian refugee s, g ay 
activists, Americ an Ind i an group s ,  
veterans ' organizations, former pol it­
ical fugitive Bernadine Dohrn--met 
Oct. 16- 18 to expres s  their anger at 
Pres ident Reagan ' s  budget c u ts and to 
p l an a s trategy for making their 
oppos ition heard . 
The 2500 partic ipants a t  the A l l  
People ' s  Congres s  at Detroi t ' s  Cobo 
Hal l  held workshops and pl anning 
sess ions to protest admini s tration. 
red uc tions in soc ial services. 
" This is one of the few gather ing s 
for the Left that has taken place in 
the l ast few years," said Iioh.rn, a one­
t ime Weather Underground fugitive who 
s urrendered to authorities l ast 
Dec ember. S he was j o ined by repre­
sentatives of more than 100 left-wing 
pol i tic al, labor, and soc i a l  groups 
from 41 states. 
The groups inc l uded Northern I r ish 
Aid, the New York As soc iation o f  
Haitian Workers, the Conuni ttee of 
Lesbian and Gay Male Soc i a l i s ts, the 
Americ an Ind ian Movement, and C h i lean 
Trade Unionists in Exile. O ther 
representatives c ame from C hic ago­
area ve terans, the National Tenants 
Union, several neighborhood groups, 
and a number of women from Detroit ' s  
Mother of Our S avior Roman C atho l ic 
C hurch. 
I rene Norwood, 54, said she had 
travel ed from Chicago , where s he 
represents the conununi ty counc i l  of 
South Au s tin, a poor, black neigh-
borhood. " I  j ust feel if we don ' t  
do anything about Reagan, we ' re j us t  
going to b e  left--period," said 
Norwood. 
Norwood a l so said her family lost 
two sourc e s  o f  regular income a f ter 
Reagan took of fice . Her daughter 
lost her CETA j ob, and her son ' s  
extended unemployment benefits were 
c ut o f f. 
" I ' m fed up with the whole Re�gan 
thing , " s he s aid. " P eople have got 
to have power i f  we a l l  get together . "  
Larry Holmes o f  New York, an 
organ izer of the congres s ,  said the 
meeting was not intended to be 
partisan. He a sked a responsive 
c rowd : " Are we trying to let the 
Democrats o f f  the hook?" 
" No, " the c rowd s ho uted back. 
" There is  only one party-- the 
Republic r ats," Holmes said. 
Holmes ind ic ated that the congress 
wo uld d raw up a schedule for 
prote st marches in maj o r  c i ties, 
8.hopping mal l  s it- ins, and 
eventually a mass march on 
Washington .• 
- - ZNS 
King to ru·n again for top pig slot 
On Friday Oc t. 30 former B loomington 
Pol ice Chie f  Harold Bos shard t 
announced he was withdrawing his 
c andidacy for the po st of McLean 
County sheri f f  on the Republ ican 
bal lot. 
. 
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Play the BEST! 
Play a MARTIN! 
' 
····-
Martin Guitars at great prices 
in downstate Rlinois 
Including a full line 
of Sigma Guitars 
The medium-priced line 
imported by Martin 
acousncs 
111 E. Beaufort 
Normal II. 
(309) 452� 1699 
All types of stringed 
. - lnstruments and instruction 
B ut within hours, former S heriff John 
King held a news conference formal ly 
announc ing his c and idacy for the post 
he so w i l l fully d isgraced until his 
rep l acement by S teve Br ienen in 1978. 
King, wel l-known in McLean County for 
his disp l ays of personal hygiene, 
used the news conference to blast 
Br ienen ' s  pol icies of educ ating cops . 
King sta ted that McLean County needed 
a return to pol ice basic s and not 
o ut-o f- state educational programs for 
s heriff ' s  deputie s . 
King aff irmed he wo uld run on h i s  
record, a n d  re turn the McLean County 
sheriff ' s  po lice back to "police 
bas ic s . " 
King ' s  ideas of basic s and the record 
of which he is so proud inc l udes the 
systematic beat ing of county j ail 
inmates, denial of basic human rights, 
and the evas ion of federal inve s t iga­
tions . King would provide the perfect 
loc al complement to the enforcement 
of laws under the Reagan admin i s tra­
tion .• 
--Jay Tea 
Repeat sheriff candidate John King ponders 
his snotty campaign against incumbent 
Steve Brienen. 
·chair deterred Florida off ic ial  
The F lorida a s s i s tant attorney general, 
George Georgieff, s a id that he has 
personal exper ience which leads him to 
bel ieve that the electr ic c hair deters 
some k i liers. He s ays it kept him 
from c hoking one of his ex-wives to 
death. The lawyer s ays that many 
years ago he was c hoking one of his 
ex-wives d ur ing a f ight. He says he 
s aw her eyes begin to pop out and 
then in his mind ' s  eye he s aw the 
e lectric c hair . •  
" It deterred me," he s a id. 
--Assoc iated Press 
-
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Food··A feast of poisons 
If you think that the plastic shrubbery 
outside your local fast food franchise 
is disgusting, you might be surprised 
to find out that the food sold inside 
is as artificial as the bushes. Yes, 
foJks, it's true. Science has deter­
mined that it is cheaper and more effi­
cient to use chemical preservatives, 
flavorings, and color in food than it 
is to leave the food in its natural 
state. (Heaven forbid a food item that 
doesn't stay fresh for three years, 
taste like candy and accent one's 
wardrobe!) Not only are most foods 
laced with chemical additives, they are 
usually saturated with pesticides and 
refined sugar, all of which have 
negative effects on our bodies. 
Pesticides, chemicals sprayed on grow­
ing food to keep insects and rodents 
away·, and herbicides, to kill v.•eeds, 
often contain severely hazardous chemi­
cals. Ethylene dibromide '(EDB) for 
example is a commonly used pesticide 
that causes cancer, mutations, and 
genetic defects in laboratory animals. 
Tetrachlorodibenzop-dioxin (TCDD) is a 
deadly herbicide that triggers the 
same effects. 
The use of this type of chemicals is 
definitely political. Four billion 
pounds of pesticides are produced year­
ly. Scientific firms that test the 
safety of the chemicals are sometimes 
under contract by major pesticide com­
panies, and the validity of the results 
is questionable. Also, the term "safe" 
is very vague. Of the 6,975 chemical 
pesticides the EPA calls "safe" for 
food use, 940 of them cause cancer in 
laboratory animals. I don't call that 
safe. The EPA, however, believes 
that the farmers "need" these chemicals 
to produce food and thus the EPA's 
blessing to poison the crops. 
Although some pesticides are being 
banned, that doesn't stop the problem. 
DDT was banned for use in 1970. The 
ban arrested the use of DDT in the 
U.S. but not its production. Since 
then DDT has been shipped to countries 
like Guatemala where its use is bnreg­
ulated. Guatemalans use DDT on their 
crops, export them to the States, and 
the DDT legally appears on our dinner 
tables. 
· 
That's not the only problem with 
banning. Remember good old EDB, the 
delicious carcinogen? At the present, 
the EPA is trying to remove it from 
the market, whereas the USDA has been 
promoting it for years and even 
requires its use on certain fruits. 
Chemical food additives are equally 
dangerous. Ten Talents, a whole foods 
cookbook by Frank and Rosalie Hurd, 
describes the following chemical 
flavorings in ice cream: 
"Die\hyl glucol, a cheap chemical used 
Book burning coming right up 
Li brarians and teachers have been 
plagued re cently by o rgani zati ons 
(mo stly conservative , extremi st , 
and/or right-wing ) wanting to ban 
boo ks , films, and magazine s . The 
following l i st contains some o f  the 
challenge d materials. An asterisk 
indicat e s  t hat the  material was 
restri cte d ,  altered ,  or removed .  A 
qui ck s can o f  t he list should leave 
no doubt about what i deas the bo o k ­
banning organi zations find 
threate ning e nough to kill . 
Ameri can Heritag e Di ctionary , 1969 e d . 
Rudol fo A .  Anaya , Bles s  Me , Ultim�* 
( burne d by t he Blo omfield , New 
Mexi co , s chool boar d )  
I saa c Asimov , Trea sury o f  Humor 
Peter Benchley, Jaws 
Judy Blume , e i ght works including 
Are You There , Go d ?  It ' s  Me , 
Mar-garet��- -� � - � 
Ri chard Braut igan, The Pill vs . the 
Springhill Mine lSISaSte"r* -and-The 
Revenge of the Lawn 
Raymond Briggs , Father Chri stmas 
Eldridge Cleaver , Soul on I ce 
Avery Co rman , Kramer vs- . - Kr---affie r  
Bill Co s by, " Bill Co sby o n  Pre j udi ce " 
· (a f ilm )* . 
D iagram Group , Man·� Bo dy 
Esquire maga z ine 
Es sence maga zine 
Harcourt , Bra ce, Jovanovi ch, Inc . , 
Level 1 Reader 
Nathaniel-Hawthorne , The Scarlet 
Letter 
-
Erne s t  Hemingway , & Farewe ll to Arms* 
Nat Hent o ff , This  School I s  Driving Me 
Crazy 
Herman He s se , several t itles 
Aldous Huxley , Brave New Worl d* 
Shirley Ja ckson , " Th e  Lottery " ( film )* 
Ken Kesey , One Flew Ove r  the Cucko o ' �  
Nest 
Ursula·K .  LeGuin, Left Hand o f  
Darkne s s  
IVJad maga zine* 
Mademo i selle magazine* 
Geo rge Orwell , 1984 
Mario Puzo , Go dfather 
Herman Raucher , Summer of '42 
Philip Roth , Portnoy '� Cclmplaint 
J . D .  Salinge r, Cat cher in the Rye* 
Eri c Segal , Love Story 
Maurice Senda k ,  Where the Wi ld Thing s  
Are 
Wi ll iam Shakespeare , The Merchant of 
Venice  
Alexander So lzyenitsyn, One Day in the 
Li fe of I van Denisovi ch 
Spo�IlluS"t""rated magaz ine* 
John Ste inbe c k ,  Grape s of  Wrath and 
Of Mi ce and Men 
Studs Terke�w;;r:king 
Alvin To ffler , Future Sho ck 
Mark Twain , Huckle berry Finn • 
Excerpts from Limiting What Students 
Shall Read , copyright 1981 by the 
Asso ciation of Ameri can Publishers , 
the American Library Associat ion, and 
the Association for Supervi sion and 
Curriculum Development . 
--.--�-_, ____ Q_O _______  , __________  �--I I ··-----------------------"' 
as an emulsifier instead of eggs, is 
the same chemical used in antifreeze 
and in paint removers. 
"Piperonal is used in place of vanilla. 
This is a chemical used to kill lice. 
''Ethyl acetate is used to give ice 
cream a pineapple flavor. It is also 
used as a cleaner for leather and tex­
tiles and its vapors have been known 
to cause chronic liver, lung, and heart 
damage. 
"Amyl acetate is used for its banana 
flavor. It is also used as an oil 
paint solvent." 
The list is longer, but I'm sure you 
get the point. 
This grim situation could be avoided. 
Chemical pesticides and herbicides 
could be replaced by organic farming 
techniques, and chemical food addi­
tives could be replaced by real food. 
Unfortunately, all good things (solar 
energy, the ERA, gay rights) take time. 
The acceptance of change is slow. 
Until then, eating as naturally as 
possible is important. 
Hopeiully, the situation will get 
better. If not, we might find our­
selves better off eating plastic 
shrubs than food!• 
--Holly 
Sources: Natural Guide to Whole �9Qs:l!?. 
Medical Self-�,- is-sue-#i4-
TeD T_fl_lents Cookbook 
ENEH&'Y FAii<. 
AT THE MILLER PARK PAVILION 
NOVEMBER 1 0th 
Come & browse anytime from 
10 a . m .  - 8 p . m .  
Presentations : 
lO : JO & 2 
11  & 4 
11 : JO & 5 
12 & 4 : JO 
12:JO & 6:JO 
1 & 5:JO 
l:JO & 6 
2 :JO to J :JO 
& 7 to 8 
Low cost fix - it 
tips 
Hypothermia : It can 
happen to you! 
A Warmer House for 
under $10 . 00 
What you always 
wanted to know 
about budget bill­
ing . . .  Part I 
Your rights and 
responsibil itie s  as  
utility consumers 
What you always 
wante d  to know 
about budget bill­
ing . . .  Part I I  
Fix �t up! with a 
little help from 
the City of Bloom­
ington 
Movie s  and Sli de 
Shows 
FREE 
**BROCHURES** CIDER & CAKES** 
**SPEAKERS **MOVIE & SLIDE SHOWS** 
\McLean qt_�-�� :.����:_-��� ·_B_l_����:'°J �29-1921 
__ , _____ . _____ _ - __ ...,__ -··------ -..----�-�""" ___ ,,. 
Old maids and young at s ummer camp 
E l izabeth Levy , Come Out Smi l ing 
( Del acour te Pre s s )  • 
Come Out Smil ing recounts one summer 
at c amp in the l i fe of 14-year-old 
Jenni fer Mandel.  Wri tten from Jenny ' s  
point o f  view, the book manages to 
c atch many of the nuances o f  feel ing 
that young women experience when 
deal ing with sex, sexu a l i ty ,  and 
independence .  
The partic u l ar problem here is  how 
Jenny wil l  hand le the fact that her 
favorite counselor , Peggy , is involved 
in a lesb ian relationship with Anne , 
another counselor . 
C amp Sacaj awea ( remember the I nd i an 
woman who guided Lewis and C l ark? ) 
is run by Miss Tes s ,  a 70-year-old 
femin i s t ,  who strongly bel ieves that 
l iberation can come about only by 
ins til l ing a sense of fierce 
competi tion and fa irne ss in young 
wom.en. Miss Tess is bel ieved to be 
an old maid : Jenny wonders if she ' s  
s ti l l  a virgin . We learn l a ter , 
however , about Miss Gerald ine� the 
nurse who runs the c amp with Mis s 
Te ss. Al though everything is very 
d iscreet,  we now know that Miss Tess 
does no t s leep alone in that big bed 
in the ma in ho use . 
The girls are cons tantly lec tured 
about the abi l i ty of women to achieve . 
Al though they make fu� of Miss Tes s ,  
you can te l l  that her attempts to 
boost confidence are highly successful 
and that the girl s are fasc inated by 
her identification with American 
Ind ian cul ture. 
The author depicts the girls at an 
age before they are sexual ly aware . 
B u t  they are terribly insec ure , ly ing 
about how far they have gone with 
boy s ,  underestimating the ir popular ity 
with other girl s ,  yearning for 
approval from those they admire. They 
are caught between c hildhood and 
womanhood. 
Because Levy keeps the girls pre­
sexua l ,  there is no tel l ing which 
of them will turn out gay and wh ic h 
T ell o u r  a d v e rti s e r s  
you s aw t he i r  a d  
in t h e  Pos t -Ame rikan 
Post-Amer ikan 
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P age 10 
Cheryl Hetherington, PhD. 
Fe minist Therapist 
Personal, career,  and 
Relationship counseling 
Mediation with couples or groups 
C a I I  e ve n in g s o r  we e k e r-
4 5 2 - 6 5 1 8  
by Ma ri ta 
Music for the mind, body and soul 
452-7436 
s traight . I t ' s  almo s t  as i f  she 
were keeping that var i able neutral 
in order to present a c learer p ic ture 
of a young teen ' s  response to 
lesb ianism .  
W e  c annot make the easy a s s umption 
that Jenny and her friend Marc ie 
fear homosexua l i ty bec ause they 
exhibit the " te l l-tale"  s igns . 
S ince the book is wr itten for young 
readers ,  it is important that i t  
re flec t the teenager ' s  po int of 
view, and the author is  good at thi s .  
She doesn ' t  tr ivial ize or 
sentimental i ze the characters ' 
experience s  and feel ings. 
"The trouble with kids these days is  they get  everything they 
want - why, at his age, I had to masturbate. " 
Levy a l so por trays the lesbian 
characters wel l .  She i s  c areful 
not to o ffend . Miss Tess is 
wonderful- - a  real type but not a 
s tereotype . She bel ieves in her 
formula for freedom through 
competition and does not waver . 
P eggy , the r id ing instruc tor who has 
been working a t  S ac a j awea for year s ,  
is  presented a s  c alm and together . 
Jenny readily admi ts she has a c rush 
on Peggy . While Peggy is sec ure and 
wel l - ad j usted , she is a l so d iscreet 
and accep ting of the status quo . 
Anne , her lover,  who is at the c amp 
for the first time , is  more d ar ing. 
S he is  the only one who ques tions 
the heal thines s  of " heal thy 
competition . "  
Anne talks to the gir l s  about their 
fears and insec urities. Near the 
end of the story , s he tel l s  Jenny , 
" Ju s t  don ' t  let your parents 
pres sure you into doing anything yo u 
don ' t  want to do . . •  And I don ' t  
j ust mean about a career. " 
The book ' s  title, Come Out Smi l ing,  
does no t refer to the obvious-- i t  
i s  the admonishment given to Jenny 
by her parents when she is upset and 
gets sent to her room. But the 
double entendre hovers over the p lo t ,  
par tic ularly i n  the f inal scene when 
Jenny dec ide s  that her most important 
wish is  no t to avoid the prospec t  o f  
lesbianism in_ her future , but to 
. face whatever comes her way . •  
Thanks to 
--C indy Rizzo 
Gay Communi ty News 
G ovt . appe a l s  p r o-gay r ul in g  
S an Franc isco--The inj unc tion obtained 
by the S an Franc isco Lesbian/Gay Free­
dom Committee ( LGFDC ) in June , whic h 
prohib i ts d i s c r iminatory treatment of 
gay vis i tors to the U. S . , has been ap­
pealed by the Immigration and Natur a l i­
zation Service ( INS ) .  
The appeal i s  the l ates t  s tep in govern­
ment attempts to prevent gay and lesbian 
aliens from enter ing the country. 
LGFDC fi led a c l ass-ac tion suit on June 
2 2  aga in s t  the INS and Attorney General 
W i l l i am F rench Smith, seek ing to pre­
vent them from " enforc ing their pol i­
c ies o f  exc l us ion , detention , que s tion­
ing and otherwi se spec i al ly process ing 
known and suspec ted gay and lesb i an non-
BOB AND LOU 
NEW AND USED 
FURNITURE 
Store # 1  812 W .  Market (309) 827-6621 
Store #2 1116 S.  Main (309) 829-3 122 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701 
L I T T LE 
B LA C K  B O O K  I N C .  
Dat i n g  S e rvi c e  
H EL P ING PEOPLE 
M E E T  P E O PL E  
p . o .  B o x  7 04, 
R o c k  I s l a n d ,  I ll inois 61 201  
c i tizen vis itors to the United S ta tes . "  
The suit took the novel legal approac h 
o f  arguing that such exc lus ion of g ay 
vis itors abr idges the F irst Amendment 
r ights of gay U. S .  c itizens "who want 
and need to know the experiences of g ay 
and lesb i an persons of o ther nations . "  
Three d ays after the suit was f iled , 
Judge Robert Aguilar of the U. S .  Dis­
tric t Cour t for Northern C a l i fornia 
agreed that " s igni f ic ant cons titutional 
questions " were raised by the suit and 
granted a pre l iminary inj unc tion. 
Present INS po l icy is that gay and les­
b i an persons will be allowed into the 
country as long as there is no c lear 
evidence of the ir sexual preference. 
Al though the government c l aims that the 
law is c lear and should be enforced , 
there have been numerous reports o f  
viol ations o f  the official �NS policy . 
For example , a non-gay man who was 
dressed in a yel low j umpsuit was de­
tained in F lorida . 
I f  the government loses its appea l ,  the 
rul ing w i l l  have the e ffec t of extend­
ing the anti- d i s c r imination rule to 
f ive wes tern state s . A hear ing wil l  
not be held unti l sometime next year . 
The INS pol icy on gay vis itors has been 
the obj ec t  of international attention . 
During the weekend of Sep t .  2 7 ,  demon­
s tr ations were held in at least 8 U . S . 
c ities and 10 foreign c ities prote s t ing 
the treatment of gay a l i·ens by the U . S .  
government • •  
--Gay Community News 
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C e ntral Amer ic an focus week 
The s trugg l e s  o f  the poor again s t  the 
mil i tary and r ich in Central Amer ic a is 
a d a i ly , on-go ing struggle . The U . S .  
pres s  refuses to cover the s i tuation, 
so the Peace and Justice Coal i tion has 
organized a week-long teac h- in at the 
I l l inoi s  S tate Universi ty c amp us to 
raise awarene ss about the struggles of 
the poor in this part of the world 
again s t  their oppressor s .  
The sched ule o f  events and mee t ings i s  
a s  follows : 
S unday , Nov. 15 7 : 00 p . m .  
Presentation o n  E l  Salvador by a member 
of the Commi ttee in S upport of E l  
Salvador . Sc hroeder Hall ,  room 1 3 8  
Monday , Nov .  16 7 : 00 p . m .  
Film o n  the revol ution i n  Nicarag u a . 
Schroeder Hal l ,  room 1 3 8  
Tuesday , Nov . 1 7  7 : 00 p . m .  
Presentation by Ric ardo Navarro, a 
native o f  El S a lvado r . He w i l l  re­
l ate personal s to r ie s  of the s tr ugg l e s  
of the poor i n  h i s  co untry . CVA 1 5 1  
Wednesday , Nov .  1 8  8 : 00 p . m .  
oppress ion . 
T he Gay Peopl e ' s  All iance of I l l inois 
S tate Univers i ty wil l  continue to hold 
weekly meetings throughout November 
and December . GPA meets at 8 pm every 
Wednesday e·vening in room 1 1 2  o f  
Fairchild Hal l .  
The f i r s t  mee ting o f  November will be 
a " show and tel l "  sess ion . P�ople are 
invi ted to bring a material i tem- - s uc h  
as a book , pos ter,  poem, record - - that 
holds some spec i a l  meaning to the 
owner ' s  gay experience and to share 
the s tory or s ignific ance with the 
res t of the group . I f  you c an ' t  think 
o f  anything to " show and tel l "  about,  
come and hear about the experienc e s  
o f  o thers-- they ' re usually quite 
interesting. 
O ther mee tings for November will 
inc l ude a seminar on the h i s toric a l  
and soc ial perspec tives o f  
masturbation and a group p ar tic ipa­
tion session of sel f-enhancement for 
l e sbians and gay male s . 
Thursday ,  Nov .  19 7 : 00 p � m .  
" Global Review : Guatemal a " --presen­
tation by a miss ionary on her work 
among the poor , and a d i s c u s s ion led 
by Michael Lohan of B loomington, I nd i­
ana . I nternational House , formal 
Lounge 
S aturd ay , Nov . 21 8 : 00 p . m. to 1 2  
Bene fit,  Cof fee House,  and Party ' to 
raise money for the Peace and Justice 
Coal ition and for the Central Amer ic an 
Refugees .  W i l l  feature Mar ita B rake , 
the Cracker Jacks , B i l l  Roper , the 
C l are Hou se g ang, Frank Powe l l ,  and 
assorted other folk . 
International House , formal lounge . 
Prior to Central America Foc us Week , a 
drama group from Guatemala will per­
form the p l ay � Wor ld of Donkeys , whic h 
conc erns the dehumanization in C entral 
Americ a .  The per formanc e wil l  be at 
2 : 3 0 p . m . in C entennial Hall on Thurs­
day ,  Nov .  1 2 . 
-- Peace and Justic e  
Coalition 
GPA meetings are open to a l l  
intere s ted persons--gay and non-gay 
s tudents and non- s tudents a l ike . 
' 
There are no requirements or fees 
for member ship in the group . 
In D�c ember , GPA will be holding a 
s�ec�al celebr�tion o f  the organiza­
t ion s 10th annivers ary . P l ans for 
thi s  event are s t i l l  in progress . 
A l so in the p lanning s tages is the 
start of a gay coffee house , to be 
held on the first Friday evening in 
December .  We hope that a community­
wide soc ial event,  s uc h  as a c o f fee 
house , c an be held period ically for 
gay people too young to go to the bar 
and for other gay peop l e  interes ted 
in an alcohol- free social setting . 
The meeting p l ace for this first 
coffee house has not been s e t ,  but 
d e ta i l s  about thi s  event wil l  be 
availab l e  from I van Gransky , 828-
9085 . I van c an also give you infor­
mation about GPA meetings • 
••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Women a n d  d rugs 
Did you know that d ur ing one year 
36 mill ion women use tranquil izers 
16 million women use s ed ative s ,  and 
1 2  mill ion use s timulants ? Did you 
know that 90% of the women s een in 
hospitals for drug-related emergenc ies 
were us ing lega l ,  prescr ibed drugs? 
A works hop, " The Ups and Downs o f  
Women on Drugs : O ur Hidden Drug 
Problem , " wi l l  be held at Pro j e c t  O z ,  
4 0 4  E .  Was hington, o n  Nov. 9 between 
7 and 9 pm . 
A .  Kay C l i fton and Debbie Akers will 
cover the fol lowing i s s ue s : 
- - the kind s of drugs women use , 
-- the e f fec ts o f  drugs on women ' s  
health ,  inc l uding information on 
drug use dur ing pregnancy , 
- - the extent and origin o f  women ' s  
drug use and abuse , 
- - the effec ts o f  too muc h reliance on 
on drug s ,  and some alternatives to 
over-rel iance on d rugs . 
Wholi stic hea l th 
m eeting 
Wholistic He alth Study Group wi ll be 
1 meeting on Wednesday , Nov . 1 1 , at 
7 p . m .  at 5 0 7  W .  Locus t in Blooming­
ton . We wi l l  be discuss ing and shar­
ing information on wholis tic cold 
remedies . We ' l l be including how foo d ,  
drugs , stress , f asting , yoga , he rbs 
exe rci se , and vitamins c an affect the 
, prevention and cure o f  colds . we ' re a casual group of enthus i as t i c  people 
who g athe r to s hare what we know . New­
come rs (with or wi thout colds ! )  ar.e 
we lcome . For more information , c a l l  
N ancy a t  828-8249 .  
l {_,.t  
�""'" 
• ••••••••••••• 
Energy fair  
The McLean County Economic Opportunity 
Corporation is sponsoring a Low Cost­
No C o s t' Energy Fair at the Miller Park 
Payil ion in Bloomington Nov . 1 0  from 
1 0  am to 8 pm . Presentations a l l  day .  
C ome and browse . 
If you have been raped, 
sexually attacked, or 
assaulted, call us for 
legal, medical and 
psychological assistance, 
referrals and al�rnatives 
Call PATH 
8274005 
and ask for the 
RAPE CRISIS CENTER 
·------------------south Africa: Land of opportunity Page 12 ·Page 13 Union leaders 
jailed United States South Africa's 
largest 
trade partner 
Invest in poverty, racism, and. terror! About 30 black trade union leaders and student activists were arrested 
during the last three weeks of June 
under the country's security laws 
permitting detention without trial. 
In 1980, the United States, for the 
first time, became South Africa's 
largest export market, as well as its 
leading source of imports. 
According to figures released by the 
department of customs and excise, 
South Africa exported to the U.S. 
goods valued at 1.65 billion rand in 
1980, 17% higher than in 1979 (a 




Take advantage,��&:> "\ · ··,, 
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Deputy Consul General (Commercial) 
South African Consulate General 
425 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022 
The Consul (Commercial) 
South African Consulate General 
1980 S. Posr Oak Rd., Suire 1520. ffouston, TX 77056 
444 N. Michigan Aw., Suiie 3100, Chicago, IL 6CKJJJ 
120 Monlgomery St., Suite 1600, San Francisco, CA 94104 
rand equals 1.18 U.S. dollars). 
Purchases from the U.S. increased to 
1.95 billion rand in 1980, up from 
1.24 billion in 1979. 
Exports to the U.S. consisted 
primarily of metals and minerals, 
which included diamonds, platinum, 
chrome, and manganese. 
West Germany was South Africa's 
second most important foreign market, 
and Britain, South Africa's leading 
trade partner up to the mid-1970s, 
was the nation's third largest over­
seas market.e 
--Facts on File, 198_1 
Johannesburg strike broken 
A series of walkouts by municipal 
workers in Johannesburg ended Aug. 1, 
when more than 1200 black strikers 
were deported to their homeland 
settlements. The strikers, who 
originally went out July 24 and 
numbered more than 10,000 at one 
point, wanted recognition for their 
union and equal pay with whites for 
comparable. work. 
The strike began July 24 when 650 
black electricity workers waLked off 
the job, demanding substantial pay 
raises. Their ranks increased to 
BOO the next day. 
The city council's threat to fire the 
electricity workers prompted 3500 
black municipal workers to go on 
strike July 28. · The majority were 
sanitation employees, whose walkout 
left streets unswept and garbage 
uncollected, forcing the city govern­
ment to press schoolboys into service. 
The sanitation workers were joined by 
black bus drivers. 
By July 30, the number of strikers 
had swelled to 10,000, whose most 
important demand was recognition of 
their trade union. They claimed 
their group, the Black Municipality 
Workers' Union, had the support of 
over half the city's black workers, 
but the city council refused to 
negotiate with it. 
The strike was broken Aug. 1, when 
1200 strikers who refused to return 
to work were deported to the black 
tribal homelands. In addition, 
Joseph Mavi, leader of the BMWU, was 
arrested at the Supreme Court, where 
he had gone s�eking an injunction to 
prevent city council and police action 
against the union members. 
The remaining 9000 strikers returned 
to work without any pay increase and 
without recognition of their union.e 
--Facts .Q!! File, 1981 
Reforms 
Two years ago, Prime Minister P.W. 
Botha told his fellow Afrikaners they 
must "adapt or die" in confronting 
racial segregation in South Africa. 
Using the same moralistic tones, he 
later declared: "I am more convinced 
than ever that there is only one 
course to follow--do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you." 
But as the South African Parliament 
began its summer session in AuEust, 
Botha backed off. He dismissed the 
n���ibility of letting non-whites 
Indeed, he categorically �e­
=d any role in national decision-
1g by the country's 19.8 million 
LNS/cpf 
postponed 
blacks, who make up 72% of South 
Africa's population. 
Botha also indicated that any change 
in the inferior status of 0he country's 
non-white minorities (Indians, Chinese, 
mixed race) would be delayed until 
1983 at the earliest. 
The prime minister lashed out at lib­
eral white South African� who cri­
ticize his government's apartheid 
policies, implicitly branding them as 
agitators. "There are Satans walk­
ing about in white garb," he said. 
The only racial concessions Botha's 
party offered were marginal at best. 
Among them: allowing blacks to handle 
explosives in mining jobs, tradi­
tionally a whites-only prerogative; 
and possibly relaxing restrictions 
against serving alcoholic beverages 
to all races at sporting events. 
The reason for Botha's retrenchment 
probably lies in last April's elec­
tions. Although his party retained 
lJl of 165 parliamentary seats, it 
still suffered its worst setbacks in 
JJ years of power. The -moderate Pro­
gressive Federal Party gained 9 seats. 
But far more ominous was the rise in 
popularity of the ultra-right Herstigte 
Nasionale Party (HNP), which advocates 
continuing white privilege, black 
subjugation, and rigid racial aegre­
gation of all kinds. 
Though it did not capture a single 
seat in Parliament, HNP more than 
quintupled its vote total to 191,000, 
and cut sharply into government 
majorities in many districts .• 
Time (Aug. 17 , 1981) 
The arrested trade unionists were 
mainly from black unions that had 
refused to seek formal registration 
under the Industrial Conciliation 
Act. The act prohibits labor leaders 
from taking any active role in 
politics .• 
--�acts Q!! File, 1981 
No mixed twirling 
A team of schoolgirl drum majorettes 
with two blacks on the team was 
prevented from competing in an inter­
school contest, it was reported Aug. 
27. The girls, from the St. Dominic 
Roman Catholic convent in Borksburg, 
east of Johannesburg, recently had 
won the drum majorette world champion­
ship •• 
Business with 
South Africa will. pay 
off handsomely. 
The South African economy is internationally recognised as being fundome'ltolly 
sound - quite apart from th� advantages whi�h arise from the_ present gold price. 
This is exactly the business cl1male which the d·scriminate American entrepreneur 
requires 
South Africa hos a wealth of basic materials: steeL. ma
ny essenti�I minerals, and a 
wide range of agricultural products - not to mention 1he country s abundant man­
power. and rapidly developing 1ndustriaf expertrse If is even a net exporter of 
energy1 
Consequently there s much scope for good. sound business between the USA and 
South Africa lo find out more_ talk lo the IDC about 
• \nvestrTient opportunities in South Africa 
• The findncing facilities available for the estabi1shment or e)'.pansion of 1n­
dus tries m South Africa 
• Favourable financial faci11lies for the expor1 of capital goods and services 
from South Afrrca 
Contact: 
The Secretory 
Industrial Development Corporatoon of S A  Ltd 
Van Eck House 
19 Rissik Street. Johannesburg. 2001 
Republic of South Africa 
l elephone 833-3 711 
Telex 8·7715 SA and 8·0137 SA 
White domination/black repression••the subjugation of thirty mil ion 
Residence and work 
In South Africa the residential areas 
are strictly zoned, in accordance with 
apartheid policies, so that a non­
white needs special permission to live 
anywhere outside restricted geograph­
ical areas. A black person (also 
called an African) cannot visit a town 
or city and remain there for more than 
72 hours without a special pass--not 
even if she was born there and is now 
returning after an absence of some 
years, not even if he had worked for 
the same employer there for 8 or 9 
years and now wishes to return. 
A single black man working in the 
town, who wishes to marry a woman 
from the rural areas, cannot do so 
and remain in the town with his wife. 
He has to marry a woman already in 
that town or in another urban area. 
Even when marriages are made in the 
towns, they are beset with diffi­
culties. Consider this actual case: 
An African woman had worked as a 
house maid in a white home in Cape 
Town. She had lived only 9 years in 
Cape Town, not 10, and was therefore 
not entitled to be regarded as a res­
ident. When she married, she was 
"endorsed out"--that is, she was 
ordered to leave� the object being 
to prevent the growth of an urban 
population. She was forcibly put on 
the train to Kimberley, where her 
only link was that, many years before, 
she had nursed a sick uncle there who 
had long since died. She had no 
relations in Kimberley, no home to go 
to, no job. Her marriage was only 
one month old, but she was subjected 
to indefinite separation from her 
husband, who would lose his job and 
his residential qualification of ten 
years if he left Cape Town to rejoin 
his wife. 
When a man gets work in town, it is 
as a migrant worker, and his per­
mission to remain is only valid while 
he is under contract to a particular 
employer for a specified time. He 
cannot bring his wife from the rural 
area� with him. 
In 1973. there were over a million 
single Africans from the "home lands" 
working in white areas, and in that 
year 61,000 unemployed blacks were 
sent back to the "homelands," already 
overcrowded. They arrive every week, 
sometimes with no surviving friends 
or relations and nowhere to go. 
Fines of up to $600 and prison sen­
tences of up to six months and the 
confiscation of vehicles are pen­
alties for illegal migrants or for 
those who employ or house them. No 
law has ever required whites to just­
ify their stay in urban areas by 
proving that they have adequate hous-
ing. It should not be forgotten that 
in Soweto alone about JJ,000 blacks 
are now on a waiting_list for housing. 
The I mmorality Act and Prohibition of 
Mixed Marriages Act have not been 
repealed, although for years there 
has been discussion of doing away 
with these repugnant parts of apar­
theid legislation. 
Passes and police powe r 
From the early days of South Africa, 
blacks have been required to carry 
"passes." This was always an in­
dignity, but in 1952 the pass system 
was transformed into a more effec­
tive weapon of control. 
In that year it became compulsory for 
every African to possess and carry 
his/her reference book on pain of 
arrest. This book includes a photo­
graph, fingerprints, details of per­
mission to work and travel. 
An African can, a:t any time and with­
out reason given, be stopped by police. 
and required to show the reference 
book. In 1972, the number of people 
convicted on pass offences exceeded 
100,000. The daily average of pro­
secutions for pass offenses alone is 
n ow almost 2,000. 
To be charged with a pass offence 
almost always means arrest· and de-ten-
tion for at least one night in the 
cells. The power which this puts in 
the hands of the police is obvious. 
Education 
In South Africa education for white 
children is compulsory and free up to 
the age of 16, and a third of the 
white children of school age are in 
secondary schools. But the educa­
tion of non-white children is on a 
different basis. 
Currently, $1,000 per year is allocated 
by the government for the education 
of each white child. But the alloca­
tion is only $JOO per each colored 
child and only $100 for each African 
child. Compulsory education for all 
B million young blacks is supposed 
to begin this year, but it must not 
be forgotten that the government has 
closed 77 schools in various parts 
of the country because of black stu­
dents' boycotts. 
It is probable that the proposed com­
pulsory education for Africans will 
not go beyond the primary school 
level. If a black person has the good 
fortune to go to a university, it will 
be to a racially and tribally seg­
regated college. None of these tribal 
colleges has an engineering depart­
ment, and scientific and technological 
facilities are very poor. Fort Hare, 
which had reached high academic stan-
dards, was effectively broken up by 
being limited to one tribal group. 
In the non-white colleges, there is 
very little freedom of speech and 
association. Members of the staff 
are civil servants and liable to 
dismissal for political reasons. 
The education, too, is designed for 
apartheid purposes: black lawyers . 
and social workers are being trained 
to serve non-white clients; African 
dentists will be permitted to extract 
teeth from non-whites only; black doc­
tors will be legally treat only non­
white patients. 
Police vic timization 
In South Africa the police are a semi­
mili tary organization with wide powers 
of arrest, without warrant, leading 
frequently to detention without trial. 
Every white constable carries a gun; 
African constables all carry batons. 
No black policeman of any rank may 
arrest a white person. No non-white 
policeman may guard a white prisoner. 
About half the police force is non­
white, and most of these are African. 
That such a large number of blacks 
are willing to serve as police con-
s tables is due to the fact that po ­
lice are comparatively well-paid, 
secure, and pensionable, and jobs 
are scarce. Also, to be in the police 
gives power and many opportunities 
for illegal gratification: on the 
pretext of looking for beer brewed 
against the law, for example, the 
police have unlimited rights of 
access to black homes; they may st.op 
any African in the street and demand 
the registration book. 
But this is not all. There are stro�g 
allegations that torture is used both 
by the uniformed branch of the police 
and by the security force. Beatings 
and electric shock torture are re­
portedly widespread. The Terrorist 
Act of 1967 gives the police opportun­
ity to pursue their inquiries without 
any control by courts or public opin­
ion, since prisoners can be detained 
for an indefinitely long period of 
time. While Africans, coloreds, 
Asians, and whites alike have been 
sµbjected to police torture, the most 
frequent victims of police injustice 
and brutality are blacks .• 
Sources: Patrick O'Meara, "South 
Af.rica: The Poli tics of Change," 
Current History, March 1981, pp. 
lll-114, lJO; Patrick O'Meara and 
Gwendolen Carter, Southern Africa: 
The ·continuing Crisis (Indiana Univ. 
Press, 1979); Violence in Southern 
�frica, a report of the-Working 
Party, a coalition of social and 
religious groups in Great Britain 
(1975). 
B lack squatters deported 
An e s t imated 1500 to 2000 i l legal 
squatter s ,  mos t  of them women and 
children,  were arres ted at d awn Aug . 
19 a t  a c amp near Nyanga township in 
C ape Town , and deported to their 
home land of Tran ske i .  
The squatters , who for more than a 
month had ignored government orders 
to return to their " legal homel and , "  
were d riven in buses to the Transkei 
border . 
After deport ing the squatte r s ,  police 
made a bonfire o f  the s t icks , p l a stic 
bags , and c anvas shee ts that the 
squatters had used to erect she l ters 
aga inst the cold South Afric an winter . 
The ac tion was taken under a law 
allow ing the government to " depor t" 
all i l legal immigrants withou t  a 
hear ing . Under South Afric a ' s  
apartheid system, c it izens o f  the 3 
tr ibal homeland s of Transkei ,  Venda ,  
arid Bophuthatswana are considered 
" foreigne r s "  in white South Afric a .  
The granting of independence to the 
homel and s ,  which are recogni zed by 
no o ther government s ,  automatically 
depr ived the homel and res ident s  o f  
their South African c it izenship . The 
homeland s make up 1 3% of' South 
Afric a ' s  area,  but are intended to 
eventually hold mos t  of the b lack 
populatio n .  Mos t  of the squatters 
in the settlement were from the 
black homel and of Transke i .  
The maj or i ty o f  squatters were a l so 
the wives and children of black 
workers from Transkei " contrac ted " 
to work in the C ape Town area . 
B l acks from the tribal home l and s who 
work in whi te South Afr ic an � ities 
are usually con tracted for a l imited 
work period , dur ing which their 
famil ie s  remain in the tribal home­
land s . Under South Afric an regula­
tions , women are not al lowed to be 
contrac ted out as migrant workers . 
Under the country ' s  complex " influx 
system, " black population leve l s  can 
be regula ted throughou t  white South 
Afr,ica .  T he government allegedly 
at tempts to l imit the number o f  
" legal "  black workers i n  the C ape 
Town area in order to give another 
rac ial group-- the " co lored s " -- j ob 
prior i ty .  
South African Foreign Minister Botha 
de fended the deportation by s imply 
s tating that the squatt,ers were 
"Transkei c it izens , "  not South 
Africans , and all countries deport 
the ir i l legal al iens . 
S ix hundred white demonstrators 
prote s ted the governmen t ' s  hand l ing 
of the squatters ,  and a group o f  
Cape Town bus inesspeople denounced 
the " seeming ind i fference to 
ind ividual suffering and the e f fec t 
on moral s tandard s . "  
The United S ta te s ,  however ,  refused 
to j oin a French- init iated move to 
have the d ip lomatic corp s  formal ly 
prote s t  South Africa ' s  ac tion against 
the squatters . e  
--Fac ts on F i l e ,  1 981 
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Harsh law s support apartheid 
In order to enforce i t s  aparthe i d  
po li ci e s , the government o f  South 
Afri ca has had to institute some o f  
the mo s t  re pressive laws i n  the 
world . The re cent arre s t  o f  a cab ­
inet mini ste r ' s  nie ce earlier thi s  
month again fo cus e d  attent ion o n  the 
severi ty of South Afri ca ' s  se curi ty 
laws . 
The s e curity po li ce arre s t e d  26-year­
old  Hanchen Ko ornho f ,  ni ece  of the 
Mini s ter of Coope ration and Deve lop­
ment , as she was tea ching English at  
a Johanne sburg high s cho o l . Her 
detention under se ction 22 o f  the 
General Laws Amendment Act  means she 
can be he ld incommuni cado wi thout 
tria l or  court appearance for 14 days , 
a peri o d  renewable after review by 
the mini ster o f  po lice . 
Ms . Ko ornh o f ,  who has links wi th some 
of the mo st vo cal anti -aparthe i d  
s tudent groups i n  the country , was to 
have been a speake r at  a mas s  me e t ing 
to pro test  the spate of recent 
de tentions . 
She was lucky enough to have been de ­
tained under se ction 22 , unlike her 
boyfri end , Oe deri c de Be e r ,  a s tu dent 
leader who wa s re cently arre sted  
Black leaders 
sentenced 
to d ie 
Three member s  o f  the outlawed 
Afric an National Congress ( ANC ) , the 
main underground movement oppos ing 
South Afric a ' s  apartheid pol icy, were 
sentenced . Aug . 19 to hang for their 
role in a series of sabo tage a ttempts . 
T he death sentence s ,  if carr ied out,  
would be the first to be exac ted for 
a ttacks that d id no t result in any 
loss of l i fe .  
David Moi s e ,  Johannes Shabang u ,  and 
Bobby Tsotsobe were convic ted o f  
high treason as a res ult of the ir 
admi s s ion that they were member s  of 
the ANC . Moi se was also found g u i l ty 
o f  partic ipating in the bombing of a 
synthetic fuel refining complex in 
June 1980 . 
Shabangu was ,  in addit ion, convic ted 
of throwing a hand grenade at a black 
pol iceman and possess ing a l is t  of 7 
blacks intended for a s s a s s ination 
bec ause of the ir work against ANC . 
Tsotsobe also was found guil ty o f  
attacking a pol ice s t ation in 
Johannesbu�g in Apr i l  o f  1980 . • 
--Fac ts on F i l e ,  1981 
under this law but then trans ferre d 
to  the far more serious se ction 6 of  
the Terrorism A c t . Under thi s  law, 
de Be e r  can be he ld incommuni cado 
indefini tely . 
Since November 1980 , more than 400 
pe ople have been arrested and some 
140 of them remain de taine d .  
In a ddi tion , 134 people are "banne d "  
in South Afri ca , many o f  them after 
being de taine d . " Banning " i s  a form 
o f  punishment that conde mns a person 
to as li ttle outside human conta ct as 
po s s ib le . 
Banne d persons are under virtual house 
arre s t  from 6 p . m .  to 6 a . m . , and 
are also forbidden to leave the ir 
home s during we ekends or public 
ho lidays . Only one visi tor a t  a 
time usually i s  permi tted and so cial 
ga therings are fo rbi dden , as are 
visits  to scho o ls , newspaper o ffi ces , 
po li t i ca l  organi zat ions or any pla ce 
c ons i dered po ssible  channe ls of  
communi ca tion to the  out si de world .  
Banned pe ople mus t  s tay wi thin their 
magis terial district  and some mus t  
report t o  the po lice  once a we ek . 
Banning orders vary . Some are grante d  
exempt ions so they can continue to 
work , while o thers mus t qui t their 
j obs . 
Breaking a banning order seems a l1-rays 
to be no ted  by the se cur i ty po lice , 
who appear to fo llow banne d people 
close ly . When a banne d Cape Town 
woman to o k  a walk in a park , after 
be ing t o ld o f  a death in the fami ly , 
she was picked up imme dia tely and 
given a suspende d jai l sentence . The 
park was just outside her district . 
When the Rev . Beyers Naude , a 65-year ­
o ld Dutch Re forme d Church minister 
who turne d from be ing a s taunch 
Afri kaner nat iona li s t  to a cri tic o f  
the aparthe i d  regime , riske d his 
banning order to give a s ermon in a 
Johannesburg church , the po li ce were 
right behind . They parked their van 
acro ss from the churchyard and took 
pho tographs o f  the congrega tion . 
After the servi ce , the visi tors went 
to gre e t  Naude , who took care to 
stand under a tre e and re ce ive each 
pe rs on singly , keeping the rule that 
a banne d person can see only one 
visi tor at  a time . 
When Ms . Ko ornho f was arre s te d ,  her 
cabine t mini s ter unc le refus e d  to 
comment . But the o ppo si tion party 
had plenty to say . David Dal ling , 
member o f  the Progre ss ive Party , a 
tiny o ppo s i tion gro up in parliament , 
sa id tha t the de tention o f  Ms . 
Ko ornhof was "abhorrent to anyone who 
believes in fre e do m ,  the right o f  
�egit�mate
_
oppo s i tion and a s o c i e ty 
·in whi ch di fferences  o f  opinion are 
to lera te d . "  • 
- -Qh,iQgg_o Sun Times ( 10/20/81 ) 
Black papers 
closed d·own 
Journ a l i s ts in South Africa l ive in 
the shadow of an iron- fis ted state 
secur i ty appara tus that is armed with 
more than 100 separ a te laws about what 
c an and c annot be publ i shed . Las t  
February that shadow lengthened when 
the government closed down the 
country ' s  two lead ing black news­
paper s ,  the Post ( Transvaal ) ,  which 
had a c irc ul ation of 1 14 , 000 , and the 
Sunday Post ( c irc . 1 24 , 0 0 0 ) . 
The two newspapers were widely read 
in Soweto and other black townships 
near Johannesburg . The min i s ter of 
j us tice ( s ic ) said that the papers 
were " creating a revolutionary 
c l i.mate in South Afric a . "  
The move fo llowed up the recent 
bann�ngs ( virtual 3-year hou se 
arres ts)  of three prominent black 
j ourna l ists , and the creation of a 
par l i amentary commis s ion to investi­
gate the press . e 
--T ime ( 2/2/81 ) 
W hite c o n vi c ted o f  k i l l i ng black ch ild  
A white of ficer in the South African 
army wa s convic ted Feb . 2 7  of the 
November 1980 murder of a 9-year-old 
black child . 
L t .  Jacobus Botha , 19,  was convic ted 
of k i l l ing Petrus Makwaba and of the 
a ttempted murder of 13-year-old 
C hr i s j an Thipe . Botha was sentenced 
to 15 years in prison for the murder 
convic tions and 8 years on the 
a ttempted murder charge . 
Several o ther white Sou th African 
servicemen were c harged a s  accessories 
in the c ase . 
Bo tha ' s  convict ion and sentence were 
cons idered unusual . One South African 
j ourna l i s t  s aid he could not rec a l l  
any o ther c ase o f  a white mil itary 
o f f icer being tr ied for shooting 
blacks . 
The government a l so announced i t  had 
taken ac tion against white- s upremac ist 
terror i s t s  who had attacked b l acks 
and white l iberal pol i tic ians . The 
minister of pol ice said that " a  number 
of wh i te s "  had been arrested for ac ts 
c arried out in the name o f  the W i t  
Kommando (White Br igade ) . T he group 
c l aimed respon s ibil i ty for bombing an 
integrated movie theater and for 
attacking the home of a Durban- area 
official who had advocated integrated 
beaches •• 
--Fac ts .£!! F i l e ,  1981 
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on October 9-12 , I attended t he, first American Writers Congress since 1941 , 
held at the Roosevelt Hotel in New York 
City. Sponsored by the Nation Founda­
tion ( associated with The Nation maga­
zine ) , the Congres s  was c alled because 
of a cri s is fac ing writers , publi sh ing , 
and freedom of expres s ion. The nati on­
wide call to the Congress s ays : 
" Rapidly advancing concentration in 
the communications indus try threatens 
as never before to exclude and s i lence 
serious writers who are out of 
politi c al or literary fashion. 
_
Ne� 
writers find it more and more d i ffi­
cult to publi sh , and even e stabli shed 
writers are s ubj ect to . . •  'the censor­
ship of slow-moving books.' Government 
support for the arts is being slashed. 
Attacks on writers--libel suits , book 
bannings , censorship by government a�d 
spe c i al interest groups--are increas ing 
all acros s the country." 
Respondi ng to the call , 4 , 000 assorted 
novelists , poets , j o urnalists , pub­
li shers , playwrights , criti cs , scholars 
and freelancers swarmed into the 
Roosevelt Hotel at 44th and Mad i son 
Avenue and for three d�ys p art i c ipated 
in panels , workshops , roundtables , and 
caucuses , examining writers' rights , 
bread-and-butter i s s ues , threats to 
freedom of expres s i on ,  and the role of 
writing and writers in the U.S. of the 
1980's. On Sunday night , Oct. 1 1 , a 
plenary sess ion attended by 1 , 2 00 
people cons idered and voted on resolu­
tions wh i ch had been generated by 
Action Workshops or s ubmitted by 
independent groups on the weight of 
fifty s i gnatures. 
In addition to bringing writers 
together to d i s c u s s  thei r common con­
cerns , the Congress was called to 
establish a foundation for future 
action and to create a network for 
communication and mutual s upport; to 
promote cert ain shared principles; and 
to i s s ue these as public statements to 
the nation at large-- s erv.ing notice on 
the government ,  the congl omerate­
controlled publi shers , the Moral 
M a j ority , etc . , that writers were be­
coming an organi zed f orce to a s s ert 
them sel ves and "de fend the free flow of 
information . 
Not ab l e  p a r t i c i p a n t s 
To s uggest the s cope of the participa­
tion , I'll list some of the notable 
people who took part in various a �pects 
of the Congre s s : Ai , J ames Baldwi n ,  
I mamu Amiri Baraka ( LeRoi Jones ) , E.L. 
Doctorow , Martin Duberman , D ierdre 
Engl i s h , J ules Feiffer , Marilyn H �cker , 
Nat Hentoff , F.bbie Hoffman , Phyll i s  
J anik , J une Jordan , Herbert Kohl , 
Meridel Le Sueur , Denise Levertov , 
K aren Malpede , Authur Miller , Toni 
Morrison , T i llie Olsen , Grace P aley , 
Helena Quintan a ,  I shmael Reed , Wendy 
Ros e ,  Sonia Sanchez , Lyd i a  Sargent , 
Mary Lee Settle , Glor i a  Ste inem , Studs 
Terkel , Kurt Vonnegut , and Celeste 
Wes t. 
P a n e ls a nd w o rk s h o p s  
The Congress opened Friday night with 
keynote addresses by Meridel Le Sueur , 
poet and political activist born in 
1900 , who provided a h i s tori c al per­
spective on the previous Writers 
Congresses of the 1930's , and by Toni 
Morrison , an editor at Random House , 
who said that the only way that writers 
would be taken seriously by the power 
structure , the conglomerate publ i s hers 
and the mainstream med i a  would be for 
them to develop a uni fied voice through 
organization. On Saturday and Sunday , 
there were a vari ety of keynote 2anels-­
" The Wri ter in- American Society , " 
" Concentration and Conglomerates :  The 
Poli t i c a l  Economy of Culture , "  " How the 
Culture I ndustry Shapes the Culture " -­
and over f i fty workshops and interest 
groups , many of whi ch were meeting 
simultaneously in various p arts of the 
hotel and in nearby buildings. A 
sampling of these will indi c ate the 
range of topics and s uggest the flavor 
of the s e s s ions : 
" Language as Ideology." " The Challenge 
of Black Li terature in the 1980's." 
" Why a Union? Problems and Pos s ibili­
ties." '"r he Book Wars : Local Censor­
ship of Language and I deas." " Libel as 
a Politi c al Weapon." " Federal Control 
of I nformation and the National Secur­
ity State." " Homophob i a  in the New 
York Times ." " Writers and Soc i al 
Responsibility." "Small Presses :  
·�� - r�� ·'< �:(- , "'L 
,' : · ·,;/ ;.\ I 
Where We ' ve Been and Where We're 
Going." " Writers and the Academy." 
" 'l\he Poli tics of 'Cultural Amer i c a' : 
The hostile. Environment for the As i an­
American Wri ter." " Cen sorship and 
Commerciali sm : Writing for Tele­
vis ion." " I deology , Truth , and Self­
Censorship." " Working- Clas s  Writing." 
" Self-Publi shing and Distribution." 
" Feminist Literature : The I nterplay of 
Art and Politics Emerging in F i ction , 
Poetry , and Plays by Women." " The 
Med i a  and U.S. Foreign Poli cy." " The 
Future of Investigative Reporting." 










B o o ks, H e a l t h  C a r e ,  
N o n - s e x i st C h il a re n ' s  
L i t e r at u r e , 2 5 -c e n t  . U s e d  B ooks 
a nd M O R E  
Q09 f\ N. MA\ N  
6lOOMING'TON . 829'v2.2� 1 1 ,S 1'UE5�$A1' 
" Latino Writing." 
Literacy." 
" The Politics of 
R e s o l u t i o n s 
At the plenary session on Sunday night , 
some 37 resolutions were presented for 
delegates' votes. Highlights : The 
Congress endorsed the principle of a 
Writers' Union (which a union-organ­
izing group will try to create) ; passed 
an affirmation of First Amendment 
rights; mandated the Continuations 
Committee to defend the free flow of 
expression and informati on by estab­
lishing an ongoing body to mon i tor and 
mobilize opposition to legislative , 
e xe cutive , and j ud i c i al action that 
threatens First Amendment rights. The 
delegates voted to oppose Administra­
tion efforts to exempt intelligence 
and other Federal agencies from the 
Freedom of I nformation Act and to 
weaken its compli ance standards; 
denounced the government's attempts to 
broaden domesti c  and fore ign intelli­
gence powers ; opposed the Agent 
I dentiti es Protection Act whi ch 
prohi bits publi cation of unclass ified 
information about intelligence 
agencies. 
The Congress resolved : That a nation­
al alli ance of writers' organizations 
be formed; that publishers be required 
to bear the legal costs of libel suits 
brought against writers; that lesbi an 
and gay male writers of all colors 
have the right to have their hi s tory , 
news , cultural events , and contribu­
tions accurately and fairly reported , 
and that they have access to j obs and 
their workers' rights on those j obs 
s hould be protected. That a Task 
Force be established to organize a 
Literature Defense Network to insure 
that censorship--whether political or 
ec onomi c ,  by publi shers , d i s tributors , 
booksellers , or s pecial interest 
groups--be oppo s ed. That the Congres s 
defend the literatures and right to be 
heard of all ethnic minorities and 
nati onally-oppres s ed peoples .  That the 
Congres s declare opposition to all 
attempts to impri son , detain , h aras s ,  
b an ,  or murder any person for h i s  or 
her expre s s ion of belief , and to all 
attempts to ban or censor wri ting. 
Res olutions pas s ed to protest the 
imprisonment of a long list of 
writers by their respecti ve govern­
ments. To oppose the U.S. govern­
ment's s anctioning s uppress ion of 
culture in Latin Ameri c a  through its 
s upport of di ctatori al regi mes in the 
name of " national security." To 
protest the ·u . s .  media blackout of 
pe ace propo s als generated by Panama , 
Nicaragua , and Salvadoran 
liberationists to end the war in El 
Salvador , and to demand the cessation 
of U.S. military and e conomi c aid to 
the current government in El Salvador 
until all Salvadoran j ourn alists and 
writers now in j ail are set free. 
Cont. next page 
Writers Congress 
And ( from the Black Writers Caucus) to 
protest apartheid in South Africa by 
having the U . S .  cease all trade with 
South Africa and deny all military and 
economic aid to the South African gov­
e.rnment (giving it instead to the 
liberation groups opposing apartheid ) : 
by boycotting all writers , enter­
tainers , media people , sports figures , 
and artists who go to South Africa or 
who by word or deed lend credibility 
to South Africa's attempts to end its 
isolation or enhance its international 
image . (There were a great many other 
provisions in this resolution . The 
wording caused a lot of trouble for 
the delegates , for it seemed to 
contradict the spirit of some of the 
other resolutions passed; but , after 
much heated discussion and its being 
rewritten on the floor , the resolution 
passed by a parliamentary fluke . )  
These resolutions, which I 've listed 
in almost verbatim form (so as not to 
distort them ) , accurately represent 
the tone of the Congress . Media 
coverage of the Congress has been 
slanted as one would expect . The New 
York Times , the Baltimore Sun , the�­
was'hingtOil Post (and its subsidiary 
Newsweek magazine ) have (predictably ) 
treated the Congress in an arch and 
cavalier fashion--attempting to 
denigrate , trivialize , and ridicule 
it . Not surprising , for Conglomerate 
Media were seen by the Congress as one 
face of The Enemy . Clearly, some of 
the attitudes and positions formally 
adopted by the Congress are 
threatening to the power brokers . The 
mainstream media can be counted on to 
propagandize against the effectiveness 
of the Congress' work . 
P e r s o n a l  i mp r es s i o n s  
It's hard to say what will be accom­
plished by the Writers Congress . A 
Continuations Committee of broad 
membership is authorized to implement 
the resolutions , create coordinating 
structures , make public statements , 
and support regional networks and 
alliances . It remains to be seen 
whether a Writers' Union can be built ; 
the difficulties in developing an 
organization on a " trade union model" 
(as was discussed ) are great . Writers 
have traditionally been independent 
(and isolated ) laborers--working some­
times for themselves , sometimes for 
employers , sometimes on a one-to-one 
contractual basis for a publisher who 
hopes to profit from their work; they 
are accustomed to working alone and 
negotiating in isolation . This has 
allowed them to be exploited and 
victimized . Will a trade union model 
be possible for organizing workers as 
diverse as poets , freelance non­
fiction writers , playwrights, 
novelists , and scholarly critics? Yet 
screenwriters have organized , and 
professional journalists . And Writers 
Organizations of various types have 
been created in Canada , Great Britain, 
Sweden , and Chile . 
One of the important accomplishments 
of the Congress is that it happened : 
that , for the first time since 1 9 41 , a 
large number of writers in diverse 
fields came together to share their 
concerns , air their grievances , 
proclaim their convictions , and 
declare their intention to stand 
together in the face of a perceived 
onslaught of threats to freedom of 
inquiry and expression . From what was 
said in panel discussions , keynote 
addresses , workshops , and personal 
conversations , it is clear that the 
writers in attendance were concerned 
not only with the bread-and-butter 
issues of economic survival , fair 
contracts , effective distribution , and 
political leverage--but also with 
defending minority rights, opposing 
oppression , and self-defining the role 
of the writer in contributing to the 
health of an increasingly commercial­
ized and conformist culture . 
Political? Of course . The fact of 
the Congress is political . How could 
it be otherwise? The battle lines 
were drawn in the invitational call . 
The very atmosphere was charged . 
I magine : 4 , 000 opinionated and ego­
centric people , self-conceived (and 
culturally defined) as individualists, 
j ammed into a hotel unable to handle 
the crowd; the elevators always 
stuffed like matchboxes; the poetry 
readings and plenary sessions with 
1 200 crammed into the ballrooms in 
violation of the fire code ( 1 000 
turned away at the doors ) ; leaf letters 
thrusting pamphlets and appeals into 
people's hands; the hallways lined 
with tables filled with giveaways-­
flyers , newsletters , broadsides , 
manifestoes, calls to action of every 
progressive hue; mobs wandering the 
corridors in search of vanishing work-
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shops; groups of two or three huddled 
in corners thrashing out the wording 
of their resolutions; press con­
ferences and caucuses continually 
abuzz . • .  And always the frustration of 
being able to attend only one workshop 
when three others--equally interesting 
--are meeting at the same time . . •  
There was confusion , abrupt re­
scheduling of time and meeting-place 
of workshops , overcrowding, heat and 
inconvenience . Yet the organizers by 
and large did a remark'able job coordi­
nating the activities and pulling it 
off given the unexpectedly large turn­
out in a building that simply couldn't 
handle the crush (there were at least 
two other groups meeting there besides 
the writers : the Quiet Birdmen ( I  
never found out who they were--paunchy 
cigar-smokers for the most part, taking 
up lots of elevator space and standing 
three deep at the bar) and--what ho ! -­
the Army 1-l'ar College hosting a flock 
of naval officers from Brazil . ) And of 
course there were the infiltrators , 
the surveillancers--FB I , C I A, who­
knows-what--whose paranoia is as great 
as the paranoia of the writer­
delegates . And, in this case, j ust as 
well-founded . (Lots of photographs 
were taken from the balconies . )  
But my general impression of the pro­
ceedings--despi te the irritations, the 
complaints, the heated debates-- was 
one of good humor, of celebration . 
Yet , f0r all the T-shirts , posters , 
buttons , bourbon and balloons , the 
Writers Congress was not a three-ring 
circus as the New York Times and 
Newsweek would have you believe . Oh 
�Don't believe it for a minute . 
Something important happened at the 
Roosevelt that weekend . And the Times 
and Newsweek know it too . • 
--Robert D .  S utherland 
author of Sticklewort and 
Fever"few­
editor, Pik estaff Press 
Housenate wanted : Own room in magical 
matchbox house 40 paces from downtown 
Normal . Call Holly at 4 5 2- 3 6 1 7 or 
4 5 4- 3 6 6 3  (work) and leave a message .  
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Street hass ling free s peech, 
Dear Po s t ,  
To the woman whose arti cle implored 
us to "re cogni ze  the dehumani z ing 
atti tude of men toward women , " I 
implore you to re cogni ze  the 
dehumani zing atti tude of  yours 
toward men . 
I nci denta lly , the fo llowing remarks 
primarily concern the fa culty o f  
spe e ch and certainly n o t  unsolicited  
phys i cal contact . Under tho s e  
circums tances I ' m i n  favor o f  
ini tiating the use o f  re taliatory 
force . 
Since you ' ve had your fi ll o f  bad 
experiences with men ,  why not cre ate 
some good one s now ?  There are pl enty 
o f  different kinds o f  men here in the 
Twin Ci ties  and I think you ought to 
be able to hook up with several that 
you find suitable to your ne eds and 
standards . Providing you haven ' t  
s cared them o ff already . 
I f  you are sincere ly out to improve 
re lations be twe en men and wome n ,  your 
firs t  step might be to qui t  wri ting 
e di torials tha t serve to perpe tua te 
ho stility be twe en the two . 
For a thinking person , the mo s t  
o ffensive thing about that diatri be i s  
yo ur promi scuous u s e  o f  blank e t  s tate ­
ments in dis cussing bo th the conduc t  
and 1 i ewpoints of  individuals . To 
wi t :  "What giv es  you the right to 
think you can do anything you want to 
make every � fe e l  uncomfortable , 
embarras s e d ,  and abused ? Don ' t  you 
know what this  doe s to wome n ?  I t  
makes every woman ' s  gu ts churn . . .  
reluctant to go anywhere wi thout the 
pro te ction o f  a ra ther large man . " 
( How ' s  tha t for a contradi cti o n ?  
Don ' t  tell m e  we ' re ba ck t o  the s tone ­
age notion o f  "you can ' t  live wi th ' em 
and yo u can ' t  live wi thout ' em . " 
I �n · t  i t  high time we update our 
pla t i tude s and atti tude s to refl e c t  
the growing affini ty be twe en the 
sexe s ?)  Oh we ll , back to ball 
breaking . 
Your final comment , " Don ' t  you �no"'.' 
that this makes  every woman a v i c t im 
and every man an assai lant ? "  s tretches 
a bit  too much . 
To be  harassed  on the s tre e t  doesn ' t  
automati cally make one a vi ctim . To 
be a v i ctim is to experi ence o ne s e lf 
as helpless  to contro l o r  alter  a 
si tuation . Le t the record show I ' m a 
woman and I ' v e  yet to fe e l  vi c t imi z e d  
b y  stre e t  haras sment . 
And I kno w the ma j ority o f  men are by 
no means "assailants . "  
Or pe rhaps we know o f  diffe rent 
"ma j oritie s . "  
Suffice  to say some very undesirable 
pe ople have undoubte dly cro ssed  your 
path , but to condemn all men by virtue 
of ge nde r alone , whi le bemoaning the 
universal v ulnerabi lity of womankind , 
is  a s lap in the fac e  of  justice  and 
re ason . I t ' s  no t only sho ddy , but i t  
i s  gro s sly untrue . Why , it would be 
like saying all  femini sts are like 
you . 
You say the insulting behavior o f  
the se  scoundrels " i s  no t t o  be . 
to lerated . "  G o o d  luck s topping them . 
Fa ct is  you canno t force some one to 
re frain from acting like a bimbo . 
( Who ,;antu to anyway ? Sure ly the 
world is big e no ugh for them , too . )  
And the mo st outstanding omi ssion 
from your art i cle , in light o f  a ll 
your talk about "righ ts , " was tha t 
yo u ove rlo oked the principa l  right : 
property rights . He re ' s  yo ur ace in 
the hole . I f  someone is  a c ting like 
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says Libertarian 
a j e rk a t  your house , you have the 
right to  throw him out . Or in a 
public  place , to complain to  the 
pro pri e ter . 
Cons ider the rami fications of  your 
solution . And bear in mind the 
central i s sue here is who de c i de s  wha t  
i s  t o  be  classifi e d  a s  �bscene , " a-­
ques ti on the U . S .  Supreme Court won ' t  
e ven take a stand on . Ah , but the 
whim of "HYMN " di c tate s that "any­
thing shouted from a car is an 
obs ceni ty . "  And that of course give s 
the pi stol -packin ' patrol lers o f  
"HYMN " carte b lanche . I f  the i r  rules  
prevai le d ,  imagine what would happen 
on New York Ci ty ' s  42nd Stre e t  during 
rush -ho ur traffi c .  You guys would be 
blowing out automo bile tire s faster  
than you  could re load your ri fle s . 
Buck up , little si s ter , i t ' s  a tough 
o ld world out there and pe ople are 
go ing to ke ep right on saying things 
o f  whi ch you don ' t  approve . And you 
hold ne i ther a proper right nor 
. 
suffi cient means to force them to 
s to p . But you sure can laugh at them , 
reason wi th the m ,  ignore them , or walk 
away from them . Whi ch , in the 
interest  of self -preservation , are 
probably the mo s t  prudent o pti ons when 
deal ing with tho se kinds of people . 
To conclude , I reiterate the bas i c  
po int of  thi s rebuttal: W e  do no t 
fo llow the same s cript , and i f  you 
want to  live yo ur life as if it was a 
scene out of "Who ' s  Afrai d o f  Virginia 
Wo olf ?"  that i s , of course , your 
inali enable right ; But next time 
you ' re tempted to drag the re st o f  
the world down wi th you , remember 
there are · many of us who j ust  won ' t  
buy i t .  
Robin Plan 
Member , Prairie land Libertarian 
Asso ciation 
..._ ___________ A uthor responds 
I am glad you never fe e l  harassed when 
me n s cream obsceni t i e s  at  you fro m 
pa ss ing cars . I am very happy that 
you never fe el the urge to cro s s  the 
stre e t  to avo id a group of men . 
_
I t ' s  
ni ce that you can tolerate o bnoxious 
behavior and condone it . Perhaps you 
should ge t a sign that says "Harass  
me , "  and carry it wi th you : Maybe then men wo uld stop bo thering wo men 
who do no t have the "e verything i s  
beauti ful " a t t i tude about life that 
you seem to . 
I hate to di sappo int you , but I h ave 
no t had a lot of  bad experi ences  with 
men . I hate to admi t thi s  in print , 
but some of  my best friends are m�n .  
I t  i s  no t the building up o r  tearing 
down of  pers onal relationships that I 
am talking about . I t  i s  �he . de s tru ction o f  rape behavior in o ur 
everyday live s tha t I want , that I 
keep e di toriali z ing about . 
Every man se ems like an assai lant 
be cause we do no t know whi ch one s are 
no t .  I know that my men do no t 
vi ctimize wome n ;  yo u kno w that yo ur 
men don ' t .  But , and here i s  the ke y ,  
yo u don ' t  kno w about my men and I ' m 
no t sure about yo urs . Unti l  I co me to 
know and trust  the men that you know,  
I am go ing to be le ery o f  them , 
be cause I never know whi ch one o f  them 
i s  a rapist . 
And rape rea lly i s  what we ' re talking 
about . Stre e t  harassment make s  a 
woman feel  like a rape vi ctim . 
Like a 
o f  all 
a lone . 
She i s  
rape vi c tim , she be come s afrai d 
men . She i s  afraid  to go out 
She is afraid to be in crowds . 
afrai d  o f  i t s  happening again . 
And she feels  very gui lty . She fe els  
gui lty for be ing on tha t stre e t  at  
that time --she should have taken 
ano ther way home , she should buy a 
car , she should not have been out at 
tha t hour ( regardle s s  o f  the hour ) 
anyway . She fe els gui lty for dre ssing 
the way she wa s dre s s e d - -and i t  make s 
no di ffe rence i f  she were wearing 
shorts and a tank top be cause i t  was 
summer or long pants and a down coat 
be caus e it was winte r ,  she still 
should no t have been dre ssed  tha t way . 
She i s  �mbarra ssed be cause i t  
happene d .  She i s  ashame d be caus� o f  
her reaction- -wha tever he r rea ction 
was - - to the s i tuat ion . 
She may laugh i t  o ff ,  she may go home 
and cry , but however she cho o s e s  to 
expre s s  herself , she is a little less  
be cause of  the  expe rience . 
And .finally , she ge ts  angry . ·  Real 
angry . Be cause she should have the 
right to go where she wants to go and 
do what she wants to do wi thout a lways 
being on her guard. And she ha tes  
herself for  be ing female , and she 
ha tes  the men- -all men ,  at some point 
- - for making her ha te herself . And 
she lashe s out at the s o c i e ty , at the 
rape culture , in whi ch we live that 
c ondone s the behavior o f  the ma le 
assailants and s corns the behavi or o f  
the female victims . 
And no , I do no t think the world i s  
b i g  enough both for women and f o r  men 
who fe e l  they have the ri ght and duty 
to harass women . And you ' re righ t ; I 
can ' t  force anybo dy to stop . But I 
can endo rse and work toward revamping 
the culture so that all the members 
are equally treate d ,  where sexi s t  
j usti ce and rapi st  attitudes are no 
longer to lera te d . 
So buck up , little s i s te r . After the 
revolution yo u ' ll be right- -no men 
wi ll be assai lants and no women wi ll 
be vi c tims . And peace wil l  gui de the 
plane ts , and love will s te er the 
stars , and everything wi ll , inde e d ,  
b e  beautiful . 
But don ' t  ho ld your breath unti l  i t  
happens . And don ' t  tell  women they ' re 
cra zy for reali zing that they are the 
vi ctims of a rape culture , even i f  
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Good news 
for 4-eye s 
Dear Po s t  readers, 
If you ' ve got poor eyes ight and c an 
stand be ing malled, I ' ve got a t ip 
for you . The op tometri s t  a t  Service 
Optical in College H i l l s  Mal l  (Dr . 
Brenice A .  L igman) is the best I ' ve 
ever been to in my 20 yea r s  of wear ing 
g l a s se s .  Haven ' t  you exper ienced the 
terror o f  making thos e  quick dec i s ions 
a s  your op tometri s t  snaps, "Which is  
bet ter, this or thi s ?  T h i s  or this? 
T h i s  or this? " Aren ' t  you afraid 
you ' ll g ive the wrong answer, get the 
wrong lenses, and go b lind in a year? 
But a t  the same t ime, aren ' t you 
embarrassed to be so s l ow and 
indec i s ive? 
That was alway s my d i l enuna, and none 
of my optometri s ts even acknowledged 
tha t the d i lenuna exis ted . B u t  w i th 
Dr . L igman, maybe bec ause of her sex, 
maybe bec ause of her c asual, warm 
approach, I d idn ' t  feel awkward, and 
I told her I wa s usually a fraid I ' d  
c hoose the wronq one . She s a id I 
s houldn ' t  worry bec ause they always 
doublec heck to make sure you g ive 
the same answer twice .  I certainly 
wish someone had told me that before . 
I think my o ther optometr i s t s  l iked 
c l icking that comp l ic a ted machine 
around mys ter iously . In general, Dr . 
Ligman expla ined everyt hing as s he 
went along, gave s traight answers to 
' questions, and had a great chair s ide 
manner . When I left, I felt confi­
dent that my prescription was correc t .  
20-40 in Bloomington 
Relief f or women 
Dear friend : 
This letter was s tarted by a woman 
l ike yourself in the hopes of br ing ing 
rel ief to other tired and d i scontented 
women . Unl ike mos t  c hain letters, th is 
one does not cost anyth ing . Just send 
a copy of this le tter to 5 of your 
fr iend s who are equal ly tired and 
d i scontented . Then bund le up your 
husband or boyfr iend and send h im to 
the woman whose name appears at the 
top of the l i s t  and add your name to 
the bo ttom of the l i s t .  When your 
name comes to the top of the l i s t, 
you w i l l  rec eive 16, 87 7 men and one 
o f  them is bound to be a h�l l  of a 
lot better than the one you already 
have ! 
Do not break the cha in- -have faith ! 
One woman broke the c ha in and got 
her own s . o . b .  back . At this 
wri ting, a fr iend of mine had already 
rece ived 184 men .  
W e  are count ing on you ! 
A L iberated Woman 
_ ........ --�---------
HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT POPES 
HAVEN ' T  BEEN DYING NEARLY 
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Grieves f o r  Sadat 
Dear Post, 
I was too young to real ize the 
s ignific ance of Bobby Kennedy ' s  and 
Martin Luther King ' s  assassinations . 
I remember the gr ief and the r iots and 
the despair . Now I am not too young-­
now I too know grief and despa ir . To 
get up and look to a new day only to 
turn on the TV and find that Anwar 
Sadat is totally, irrevocably gone-­
gone forever--what a c ruel j oke to 
p l ay on an unsuspect ing person . To 
see · the whole bloody play over and over 
again on TV-- I  cursed it in my heart 
even while I hung onto every scene and 
word . 
So what, I heard people say .  Who c ares 
abo ut an Arab in a far-off country? 
Suc h  peop l e  look at the scratches on 
the outside of an obj ec t  and mi ss the 
bril l i anc e of the l ight that shines 
through . The fore s ight and wisdom o f  
the man-- the courage--gave so much 
hope for the future to so many people . 
He had the strength to break the 
pattern of generat ions of war and 
fanatic i sm.  Rus s ian, Arab, Jew, 
Christian, I ranian--he de fied them all 
to do what he thought was righ t .  
S o  what d o  you do when some thing you 
love--a person, an idea--is torn from 
your l i fe? Grieve, cry, rebel against 
the injus tice and hurt, but what good 
does it do? Al l I c an do in my own 
weak, small way is  not to be b i tter 
and c lose my eyes to a l l  the good in 
the world . All I c an try to do is 
face the bad t imes and try to c arr y on .  
Lo is Sc hick 
_.;._ _____________________ _ 
O ften the vi cti m s  
Was�i�gton--To the surprise of many 
ac tivists, Federal Bureau of Pr isons 
Direc tor Norman C ar l son h as recently 
banned the use of the terms " homosex­
ual rape " and " homosexual assaul t "  in 
desc r ibing a ttacks on prisoners . 
Gaycon Press News letter of S an Franc is­
co quotes Car l son as s tating, " T hrough 
the use of such terms the public is  led 
to believe tha t these assaults are com­
mi tted by persons who are homosexual . 
While homosexuals are of ten the vict ims 
the vast maj o r i ty of rapes and assaults
' 
are conuni tted by persons who are not 
homosexuals . "  
-- Gay Conununi ty News 
... _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.
_._._._._._._._._._._._._. ..... R a pe s  o n  
I am fully aware o f  the various 
phenomena whi ch exi s t  to ke �p us sane 
in an i nsane s o c i e ty ,  e spe cially the 
one whi ch marks o ut for us certain 
pla c e s  a s  safe r than o the:s ·  I spe0t 
a great deal o f  my forma tive years i n  
a pla ce  in Ro ck I s land call e d  the 
"Strip . "  
Home, safe, 
The S trip was a wonde rful pla ce , full 
o f  s trip j o ints , head shops , dirty 
book s tore s , and the slea z i e s t  bars in 
the e ntire Quad Citie s . I t  was t he 
s ight of  nume rous que er bashings , 
whore bashings , hippie bashings , and 
gene ral all around anybo dy-walking­
down- the -stre e  t ba sh ings . 
On any night of  any given we ek you 
could pick up any of the lo cal papers 
and read all the gory de tai l s  abo ut 
the late s t  rape s , murders , as saul ts , 
and muggings tha t had taken place on 
the S trip . 
I spent almo s t  every nigh t  fo r almo s t  
two years of  my li fe hanging o u t  in 
the sleazy bars of  the S trip . I wo uld 
go a lone , wa i t  for my fr iends to go on 
the i r  dinner break from the P . O . ,  
leav e alone when the ir break was o ve r . 
Then I would come back alone and wai t  
unt i l  they were  through with work . 
Some time s  I ' d bring my bo o k s  and s tudy 
in one of the ba ck  boo ths of one of  
the sleazy bars . 
5 23 N .  Main 
And I was never afra i d  o f  the  S tri p . 
And to thi s day I am no t afraid o f  the 
Stri p .  I am afraid to go into mo s t  
bars here alone ; I a m  even afraid to 
walk down Main S tre e t  a lone . But I am 
no t afraid  of  the Strip . I t  i s  
comfor table t o  me . I t  i s  safe . I t  i s  
home . 
And e ven tho ugh I know that there was ,  
during the t ime I was hanging out 
exclu s ively on the Strip , more  crime 
in that s cant thre e - blo ck are a  than in 
the entire c ounty o f  McLean , I was 
s t i ll no t afrai d  of i t . And I am 
afraid of Bloomington-Normal . 
And we all do that . We p i ck , in  our 
minds , some pla ce  to call home . And 
home i s  never s cary , and home i s  
always safe . I t  matters no t wha t the 
crime s tat i s t i c s  are . We cho o s e  a 
pla ce to call home , and i ts very 
cho i ce make s it safe . Reali ty never 
interfe re s in the se  de c i s i ons . A safe 
pla ce i s  one whi ch we have de c i de d  i s  
safe . 
And i t ' s  normal , and i t ' s  natural , anc 
i t ' s  probably very heal thy . But i t  
mus t  b e  our decision alone , no t 
someone e lse ' s .  
I have be en do ing publi c speaking in 
thi s communi ty about rape fo r almo s t  
e i Eht years no w ,  and I s t i l l  ge t the 
same answers from pe ople . The pe ople 
in Bloomington and Norma l tell me : 
"Rape i s  a terrible thing , and i t ' s  
just  awful tha t  women have to go 
thro ugh such an expe rience . And we 
know rape is a big pro blem- -in 
Chi cago . Be cause i t ' s  a big c i ty wi th 
lots  o f  crime and lots  of  nas ty 
peo ple . But rape i s  no t a pro blem 
here . "  
And the peo ple in Stanford and 
Saybro ok tell me : "Rape i s  a te rri ble 
thing , and i t ' s  just  awful tha t women 
have to go thro ugh such an experience . 
And we know that . rape i s  a big 
proble m--in Blo omington -Normal . 
Be cau se they ' re big c i t i e s  wi th lo t s  
of  crime and l o t s  of nas ty peo ple . 
But rape i s  no t a pro blem here . "  
It would never happen 
to me . . .  
Blo o m i n g t o n  
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And I do unders tand tha t ne e d  t o  make 
beli eve that home i s ,  by its  very 
na ture , safe . 
But I also under s tand tha t  no one can 
de c ide for anyone e ls e  what i s  go ing 
to be a safe place . The pr et ense o f  
safe ty mus t  come from wi thin , no t 
fro m  wi thout . 
And i t  i s  this s ubtle difference that 
many co llege s a cro s s  the country are 
fai ling to re cogni z e . A s tudent can 
de cide that the colle ge atmo sphere i s  
safe ; the admini s tra tion canno t .  
And yet they repeatedly do a grea t 
disservice  to their  female students by 
trying to do j u s t  tha t . The deans a t  
I llino i s  Wesle yan d o  no t want the ir 
female s tudents to have to lo ok a t  
ant i -rape po s t e rs in their c lassroom 
bui ldings be cau se  it is a reminde r 
that Bloomington i s  no t safe . 
ThB Preview gui de s a t  I ll ino i s  State 
tell uns uspe ct ing fre s hman wo men tha t 
there have been no rape s on the I SU 
c�mpus in years be cause they do no t 
want to remind women tha t Normal i s  
no t safe . 
And j ust  r e cently the admini s tra tion 
o f  DePaul Univers i ty pull e d  the 
charter and cut the funding from the 
s tudent newspape r fo r reporting t he 
fa cts  o f  a rape on the DePaul campus 
be caus e the people in powe r did  no t 
want to remind the i r  women that 
Chi cago is no t safe . 
Se cur i ty force s on publi c  and private 
campuses  wi ll brave ly tell s tudents to  
lo ck the ir cars and the i r  dorm ro oms 
b� caus e  fellow s tudents steal . They 
wi ll tell  students to guard the i r  t e rm 
papers and their test  pape rs b e cause 
fe l low s tudents chea t . They wi ll tell  
s tudents no t to carry large sums o f  
cash around wi th them be cause fellow 
s tudents mug . 
But they wi ll no t tell  s tudents t o  be 
wary . of  every bui l ding , every dormi tory , every parking lot , every 
clas sroom , every open space , and every 
man they me e t  b e cause fellow s tudents 
rape . 
A�d thi � i s , I believe , a great 
di s s e rvi ce to every female s tudent on 
the i r  campuse s . 
Ev e ry time a female s tudent gets  rape d 
on campus , she will fe e l  she i s  the 
only woman it has e ver happened to . 
No o ther woman before her or after her 
ha s been or wi ll be rape d . She  i s  i t .  
She i s  the we ird one . I t  mus t  be her 
fault . �he mus t have done some thing 
terri bly wrong . 
And wi ll she tell  her roommate ? The 
s e curity fo rce ? The Rape Cri s i s  
Center ? Do ubtful . Why should she ? 
They 're o bvious ly no t go ing to be lieve 
her . She knows , be cause the y  have 
told her , that rape s do no t happen on 
her campus . So why t e ll anybo dy ?  Why 
be laughed  at or s corne d ?  Why bo the r  
t o  become a s ta t i s t i c  that the 
admini s tration wi ll conve ni ently 
fo rge t about by the next seme ster ? 
She think s  no body care s . And she i s  
Pos t-Arnerikan Vol . 10 No . 7  
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pro bably no t right , but she i s  also 
no t crazy . The ivory towe rs whi ch 
were , a few s hort years ago , beginning 
to crumble , are being rebui lt  wit h  the 
s trong and s turdy mat erials of 
decepti on ,  denial , and d e lusion . 
Rape. does  no t exis t  i f  the 
adminis tration says i t  do e s  no t :  
college i s  a safe pla ce i f  they say 
it i s . 
But that cann o t  be . I t  do e sn ' t  work 
that way . I wi sh i t  could be that 
easy . I really do wi sh that e very 





Joyce Selznick , B lue Ros e s  (B antam,  
1980) . 
Try this for a variation on the 
s l eeping bea uty theme : Jo ( hanna ) , 
opting for the sopo r i f ic role o f  
trad i tional w i f e ,  s leeps under the 
c ur s e  of the bel ie f  that you wi l l  
b e  punished for wanting anything too 
muc h .  Enter Pat ( r ic ia ) -- independent ,  
produc tive , a t  home with de s ir e ,  
reckless even , b u t  concerned . 
One k i s s  doesn ' t  quite work the trick 
in this tal e ,  but by the end o f  the 
book Jo is awake : a l iv e ,  adventurous , 
prepared to enj oy her sel f ,  to deal a 
a s  an equal with husband Mike . 
The author paints a colorful p ic ture 
of many- s ided sexua l i t ie s .  Numerous 
minor charac ters f i l l  out the 
spec trum between and beyond P a t ,  Jo , 
and Mike . These charac ters are j us t  
a l i ttle l arger than l i fe ,  males 
and females of persuasions runn ing 
the gamut from superb to shitty 
people . 
The three maj or c haracters are 
provided wi th c hildhoods accounting 
for the ir adul t behavio r ,  but 
p l e as antly enough , this pop 
psyc hology is no t needed to exp l a in 
sexual preferenc e . Rathe r ,  it  
accounts for o ther behaviors : Mike ' s  
c ompet itive amb i tion, Pat ' s  
ins i s tenc e on independence ,  Jo ' s  
blocked creativity and sensua l ity .  
B l ue Roses makes l ittle pretense o f  
l i terary sta tus . Televis ion 
technique s g ive the book a f a s t  pac e .  
Focus a l ternates from one charac ter 
to another across short scene s .  
Soc i a l  conc ern i n  the novel doesn ' t  
extend bE Jond the po s i tive mess ages 
about sexual ities . And that me s s age 
is no t ex; l .  ici t .  The ma in les son 
is d id a c e : · - - and aue s t ionable : t h a t  
a person 
l i fe a1Ji 
ments sp · 
s t  c ompar tment a l i ze 
l e t  d i fferent 
h e r  
uver into one a.��o t :  ,= -L .. 
But b a s i  ; � y ,  the book is s t i ll a 
good r e :" 
Don 1 t }.)!.:' 
photo o ::­
a t  a man 
have _c, c· �· . 
' '  s t.ra r::.:·1 -­
the C G \.' .. 
f f  by the b:.:: c+. 
. .. romen s t a r inrr .i n 1  
· :.rneone at B an t.ar:1 r 
hat that ' s  hoi·i 
triang l e "  b :c . :  . .  1 ,  
. .  to be . • 
Thanks tc 
- -Lora ine Obl e�: , 
Gay Conunun i ty News 
in the co untry could have 
to do away wi th rape just  
s trength o f  the i r  words . 
do n ' t  make i t  so . 
the power 
by the very 
But wis hin ' 
Lying don ' t  make i t  so , e i ther . I t  
is , after all , the truth whi ch sets  
us fre e . 
So for a ll you women s tude nts out 
there , let me be the firs t to tell  
regulari ty bo th at  I SU and at IWU . 
Your campus really i s  not a place 
whe re everything is beauti ful and 
no thing hurts . · 
I wis h  you luck in finding a safe 
plac e ;  a place you can call home . And 
if you de c i de i t ' s  your campus , I ' ll 
support that de c i s i on . And i f  you 
de cide i t ' s  no t your campus , keep 
looking . You ' ll find one . 
And i f  you nee d  any i deas , I know thi s  
great place in Rock I s land • .  · • 
--Deborah Wiatt 
looks l ike a sleepy, serene 
community. 
look again .  
If you listen to the c ity fathers, the Pantagraph, t l i • ·  
c i vi c boosters and the phony speechmake rs, you 
would think we lived in a 1930's  Hollywood set.  Bui 
let ' s  look b e h i n d  the scene s .  Each month sine" 
April, 1 9 7 2 ,  the Post-Amerikan has b e e n  dentin� 
that serene facade, printing the embarrassing truths 
the c ity fathers would rather overlook. Take a n ­
o t h e r look a t  Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe t 1 
the Post-Amerikan. 
For the next 12 monthly issues, send $4. 0 0  to Post­
Amerikan, P . O .  Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 6 1 7 0 1 .  
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Maitland moves on 
With a flurry of pub l ic ity ,  S en. John 
Mai t l and has introd uced a b i l l  in the 
I l l inoi s  Senate that would ban the 
d i s tr ibution of so-cal led look- al ike 
drugs. Maitland would make del ivery 
of the s ubstances--and even possess ion 
with intent to del iver--a felony. 
Look- a l ike drugs have been in the 
news l a tely,  as l aw enforc ement 
o f f ic ia l s  have attr ibuted the deaths 
of some teenagers to exc e s s ive doses 
of the p i l l s. 
After read ing Ma itland ' s  b i l l ,  I c an 
only conc l ude that he i s  more into 
c ap i ta l i z ing on the publ ic ity than he 
is into p a s s ing an . effec tive law. 
Look-al ike drugs contain legal 
subs tance s which c an be purc hased in 
any d rugs tore. However , manufac turers 
o f  look- a l ikes have packaged the ir 
produc ts in tablets and cap s ules that 
look very !" imilar to cer ta in 
control led substances , e spec i a l ly 
amphe tamines. 
As d e sc ribed in Pos t-Amerikan Vol. 9,  
No. 7,  these " legal stimu l ants" are 
advertised and sold through the mail 
in quantity to dealer s ,  who then pass 
them off to unsuspec ting buyers as 
real contro l l ed subs tanc e s .  
Almo s t  a l l  t h e  look- a l ikes a r e  passed 
o ff as speed. They ac tually do 
prod uce a s t imulant e f fect, which is 
how the fraud has been able to go on 
so long. 
Mo st look- a l ikes contain 100- 2 0 0  mg. 
caffeine ( about 1 1/2 c ups of 
coffee)  plus phenylpropanolamine. 
Phenylpropanol amine is � common 
deconge stant found in many cold 
med ic ines ( l ike Contac ) .  The drug 
is  a l so a s timul ant and appetite 
suppre s s ant. Pheny lpropano lamine 
is the pr imary ingred ient in mos t  
non-prescription d iet a id s .  
A c heck at my ne ighborhood drug store 
turned up 16 brand names under which 
p henylpropanol amine is  sold as a d iet 
Pan tagraph gets it  wrong 
I n  reporting that state Sen. John 
Ma itland had introd uced a b i l l  to 
o u t l aw look- al ike drugs , the Pantagrap h  
suppl i ed us with more o f  the 
hy steric al drug scare misinformation 
we ' ve come to know and love ; 
For examp l e ,  the Pantagraph wrote 
Oc t .  3 that Maitland ' s  b i l l  is a imed 
at banning " drugs passed off on the 
s tree t as heroin substitutes. " Not 
true. The look- al ikes are almost 
entirely s timulants promoted ei ther 
as amphetamine s or as legal uppers. 
( Othe r s ,  conta ining the s ame non­
prescription formula as Sominex, are 
passed off as Qua alude s . ) 
The Pantagraph a l so reported that the 
look-a l ikes cost only a few pennies 
to produc e " but c an be sold on the 
s tree t for $ 5 0  each. " In real l i fe , 
the look- a l ikes are sold for about 
It looks l ike poor people in 
B loomington-Normal are getting 
screwed out of the free health c l inic 
which the C ity of B loomington was 
go ing to build and operate. 
The money was go ing to come from the 
es tate of Judge John Scott, who d ied 
in 1897. Scott ·left assets now worth 
$ 9 . 9  mil l ion to the c ity on the 
condition that B l oomington build a 
hospital. I n  his wil l ,  Scott 
emphasiz ed that he wanted the 
hosp i tal to provide med ical care for 
those who couldn ' t  af ford it. 
For the first 79 years a.fter Scott ' s  
death, his e s tate was tied up 
provid ing l i fetime annui ties to his 
1 8  he irs. When the last heir d ied 
in 1976 , it was time to turn the 
money over to B l oomington to build 
a ho sp i tal. 
F ive years of legal maneuver ings and 
court battles ensued. 
In 1978, B loomington dec ided that 
. . . . . $lAAtJ;l�� . ..  �9�P}·, Ht·, .��� '" p�� . Jl��.'1�� .: .. .. .; ' , . . . - . -
20¢ each,  with the real scalper s 
getting $ 1 . 
A third critic ism of look-a l ikes 
the Pantagraph mindlessly passed on 
is  that " the tablets c an be 
dangerous i f  taken in large 
quantities. " Wel l ,  wha t  can ' t? 
This partic u l ar mind lessness is  
really irritating s ince the look­
a l ikes are so frequently exact 
c hemical d up l ic a tes of the diet p i l l s  
sold over the counter i n  every 
drugstore. I f  it ' s  dangero us to 
take too many look-a l ikes ( and it i s ) � 
then it ' s  equally d angerous to take 
too �any Dex- a-Trims. But Senator 
Maitland i sn ' t trying to ban Dex-a­
Trims-- they are " leg itimate " 
pharmaceutic a l s  eaten in quantity by 
the senator ' s  middle- c l a s s  
consti tuency. e  
--M. S .  
Instead, the c i ty proposed to 
e s tabl ish what i t  cal led a " fami ly 
c are and d iagnos tic center " with 
Judge Scott ' s  money. In keep ing 
with Scott ' s  concern for the poo r ,  
the center would b e  des igned to serve 
primari ly low- income people. 
B loomington township supervisor 
Maxine �c hu l tz estimated at the time 
that as many as 4 5 0 0  B l oomington 
res idents are exc l uded from the 
hea l th c are system bec ause they are 
too poor . 
The c l inic was an excel lent idea. I t  
s t i l l  is . 
A 1 978 Pantagraph s tory said " the 
c enter w i l l  al low ind igent persons 
complete med ic al c heck- ups. " 
A doc ument approved by the B looming­
ton c i ty counc il in February 1 97 8  
l ists the fol lowing among the 
services the c l in ic would provide : 
1 .  Primary c are for outpatients . 
2 .  Pre- school c h i ldren ' s  c l inic. 
'· "' " • •  .,. • , -� b' • •  ••• ,. � • ,. i • 
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' look-alike ' drugs 
a id ,  e i ther by itsel f or with 
c a ffeine : PPA, Hungrex, Permathene , 
Dexatrim ,  Dex-a-Diet,  Contro l ,  D i e tc ap ,  
Dex- a-Diet I I ,  Dietac , S uper 
Ordrinex, DayTrim,  Ayd s ,  PVM, 
P ro l amine , Appedr ine, and S l irnOne . 
These 16 produc ts contain the s ame 
s ubs tance s  in the s ame quanti ty a s  
the mail-order s ubs tances Senator 
Maitland wan ts to ban.  
( Some of the look-alike drugs a l so 
c ontain ephed r ine , another s t imulant . 
T hey contain as muc h as two tablets 
of B ronkaid s ,  a l so avai l able a t  any 
d r ug s tore . )  
Some o f  these " legl.timate " produc ts 
are a l so designed so they look l ike 
c ertain amphetamines .  Dex- a-Diet 
and Dex- a-Trim have obviously tried 
to have the ir product a s soc i ated 
with the controlled s ubs tance 
Dexadrine , an amphe tamine . 
* * * * * * 
I t  i s  already i l l egal to del iver a 
s ubs tance represented to be a 
control led subs tanc e .  The manu­
fac turers of look-al ike d rugs know 
this . They don ' t  try to p a s s  their 
stuff off as control led sub s tances . 
E ven though the manufacturers try 
their best to imitate the s hape ,  
you were p lanning to 
pass that Dex- a-Trim o ff on 
someone e l s e  as a real con­
trol led subs tanc e ,  then it 
would be i l legal for me to 
hand you the c aps ule . 
To determine whether a per­
son " reasonably s hould know" 
whether the non-c ontro l l ed 
subs tance might be pas sed 
o f f  as a control led s ub­
s tance further down the 
l ine, Maitland ' s  b i l l  
instruc ts the codrts t o  take 
into con s ideration one of 
three c �ns iderations : 
packag ing , purc hase pric e ,  
and the subs tance ' s  
appearance . 
I f  the subs tance is packaged 
" in a manner normal ly used 
for the i l l egal d i s tr ibution 
of control led sub stance s , " 
you ' re in trouble . Better 
s tick to four-color pr inted 
packaging with photos o f  
skinny women i n  bikini s ,  
l ike the d iet p i l l  pushers 
do . 
I f  the purchase price " wa s  
sub s tant i a l ly greater than 
the reasonable value of the 
s ize and color o f  spec i fic contro l led 
sub s tanc e s ,  the look-a l ike marketers 
b i l l  the ir mail-order goods as " legal 
s t imulants . "  
· uncontrol led subs tanc e , " 
you ' re in further trouble . 
Better s tick to " re asonable"  
pric ing , l ike the makers of 
Dex-a-Tr im . Their penny ' s  
wor th o f  c a ffeine and 
phenylpropano l amine is sold 
for on ly 2 0¢ a c apsule-- a 
modest 2 0 0 0% mark- up . 
Law ·enforcement offic ials are publicizing the dang ers of "look-alike" 
drug s ,  and po litic ians like Senator Maitland are movi ng to outlaw their 
mai l-order distribution. Meanwhile sales of heavily-advertised diet 
pi lls--frequently containing the identica l chemica ls--continue 
Maitland ' s  b i l l  wi l l  make it i l legal 
for a person to d i stribute a non­
control led subs tance when " such 
person reasonably s hould know tha t  
the noncontrol led sub s tance may be 
used or d i s tr ibuted as a contro l led 
sub s tanc e . " 
without criticism. 
In o ther word s ,  I could g ive you a 
Dex-a-Trim that I bought a t  O sco ' s . 
That act would be l egal . However , 
i f  I " reasonably should know" that 
Pre s umably,  Senator Mai tl and wants to 
s top the d i s tr ibution o f  look- a l ike 
drugs bec ause they are dangerous if 
taken in large quantitie s .  B ut 
Mai t l and is not even trying to stop 
the maj or d i s tr ibutor s of these 
chemica l s ,  wh:ic h  are " respec table " 
companies marketing their d iet a id s  
through " legitimate c hanne l s . "  
True , some people w i l l  overdose by 
taking exc e s s ive quantities of these 
drugs purcha sed through the mai l . 
But i f  Ma itland i s  suc c e s s fu l  at 
stopping the look- a l ike trad e ,  then 
the s ame people wi l l  overdose by 
taking to� many Dex-a-Trims . 
But as long as the phenylpropanol a­
mine and c a ffe ine mixture is sold 
in br ightly colored packages instead 
of plas tic bags , Senator Ma itland 
doesn ' t  seem to mind .• 
--Mark S ilver s te in 
screwed out of free clinic 
3 .  Pre-natal c l inic . 
4 .  Dental c l inic . 
5 .  Hea l th education, information, and 
referral servic e s . 
6 .  Screening programs . 
The c l inic was a good idea . I t  s t i l l  
is . But it seems the c i ty doesn ' t  
think so anymore . 
The Scott e s tate was tied up in court 
for s everal more years . The school 
board wanted some of the money . 
Morgan Washington Home wanted some of 
the money . The case even went to the 
I l l ino is S upreme Cour t .  
F inally,  o n  Oct . 9 ,  198 1 , Judge 
Wayne Townley approved a deal whereby 
a l l  three p arties would spl it the 
estate . The c ity was to get the 
biggest s hare , $ 5 . 4  mil l ion , to 
build and operate the c l in ic . 
expec ting to f ind a p l an for a l l  the 
med ical services th is new c l inic would 
provide for poor people . 
And I found that somewhere a long the 
way , someone quietly c hanged the 
p l ans . 
No longer even c a ll ed a c l inic , the 
John M .  Scott Health C a re Program 
wi l l  be located in a · c urrently unused 
portion of the c i ty hall annex on 
Main S treet,  south of Ol ive . That 
wouldn ' t  be a b ad loc ation for giving 
med ical c are to poor people . 
B ut they won ' t  be giving out any 
med ic a l  c are at tha t  address . 
In the c i ty ' s outl ine of the program, 
you c an no longer find p l ans for 
pr imary hea l th c are for outpa tients , 
no more dental c l inic , no more pre­
schoo l c hi ld ren ' s  c l inic , and no pre-
Real i z ing that the long-awaited natal c l in ic . I n s tead , a reg i s tered 
c l inic was f in a l ly going to be a nur se w i l l  examine people to see 
real ity ,  I thought I ' d  do a s ho r t  i f  they need med ic al c are • .  The 
good-news s tory for the Post- patients w i l l  then be referred to 
l ike a doc tor ' s  o ff ice , a hospita l ,  
o r  a dentis t ' s  office . 
Poor people will have to wai t in l ine 
at two place s .  
Accord ing to the c i ty ' s  outline , the 
program wil l  arr ange transpor tat ion 
after the referrals , and " ac t  as an 
advoc ate on behal f  of ind igent 
persons with respec t to appointments , 
communications and admin� s tra tion 
within the health c are sy stem. " 
F inally,  the program w i l l  pay for 
whatever med ical c are the poor 
people receive , if they fit income 
qua l i f ic ations which haven ' t  yet been 
devised . Township S upervisor Maxine 
Schul tz wil l  adminis ter the program, 
so the income oua l ifications may be 
the s ame tha t township relief use s . 
"We l l , "  a friend o f  mine s a id ,  " it ' s  
better than nothing . " 
B ut it ' s  far s hort of what it was 
suppo sed to be .  
Amerikan . I went to c i ty hall ,  another provider o f  health s ervices ,  --Mark S i lvers tein 
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Sign s 
of 
dis crimina tion 
You may h ave noticed a l l  those bright 
green s igns springing up around 
Norma l ,  like so many plastic bushe s . 
You know the ones--that tel l  you that 
Jesus On the Cross Holy Money Church 
i s  j us t  two b locks south ? 
Actua l ly there are a couple of new 
ones on Vernon and two on College , 
as we l l  as the old ones on Main S t .  
directing you t o  Arno Q .  Weniger ' s  
P a lace of Ho ly Pietie s . 
We at the Pos t-Arnerikan , ever the 
watchdog of taxpayers ' money , wonder­
ed who put these s igns up . And how 
come they ge t to advertise right 
there on the p ub l ic street? So one 
o f  our courteous and charming staff 
members phoned Norma l ' s  director o f  
p ublic works , Richard Paulson, and 
asked him about the s igns . 
He told the P-A that the churches 
pay for the s igns ' instal lation . 
The city charges for l abor and mater­
i a l s , and wi ll make the s igns if the 
church wants (or they c an get them 
made e l s ewhere ) . 
Erection of a s i gn i s  not always 
permi tte d ,  Mr . Paulson assured us . 
I f  the c ity thinks an interse ction 
i s  too busy or whatever ,  too b ad--
go peddle your re l igion somewhere 
e l s e .  " We turned down one , " said the 
cooperative Mr . Pau l son , " at 
Veterans Parkway and Vernon . "  
So thi s  i s  on ly for churches ?  
" No ,  " s aid Mr . P ,  " we ' 1 1  make a s ign 
for anyone or. a cost b as i s  • .  We ' ve 
made them for ISU . " 
But for erecting a s i gn on the s tree t , 
that is only for churches ?  The 
agreeable Mr . P agreed it was . 
P-A :  Why on ly for churches? 
Mr . P :  No spe c i f i c  reason . We h ave 
turned down other vol untary o rgan i za­
tions . We turne1l down the Lions 
C l ub . We fe l t  that i f  we put theirs 
up , we ' d  h ave to put them up for 
e veryone . 
( Since talking to P auls on , an eagle­
eyed Pos ter noticed a Rotary Club 
s ign on Center S t reet , right before 
you cross over S ugar Creek . )  
P-A :  Wel l ,  i t  seems l ike thi s  is  a 
city pol i cy that i s  discriminatory 
in favo r  of churches . 
Mr . P :  No t rea l ly . I t ' s  an infor­
mation type s ign for people going to 
a particular church to help them 
find where it i s .  ( Do you s uppose 
they forget a lot?-- author ' s  as i de )  
What organization were you wanting 
a s ign for? 
P-A :  Wel l ,  I thought we cou l d  h ave 
a couple s igns poin ting out the 
l oc ation of the Pos t-Arnerikan office . 
( Our s t a f fers do , indeed , forget a 
lot . ) 
P aulson : Absol utely not .  We ' ve 
never had a s i gn for a newspape r .  
None o f  the others h ave i t .  (How 
many are there ? )  
F inal s core : F reedom o f  religion- - 8 ;  
F reedom o f  the press--0 .  
By the way , P aulson d i dn ' t  know how 
the po l i cy originate d .  He ' s  been 
there s ince ' 76 and thinks his pred€­
cessoi mus t h ave done i t ,  .too , but 
he "didn ' t  seem sure • • 
--Ferdydurke 
My G od, n ot can nibalism 
Everybody loves a whacko . There must 
be 47 shoddy b iographies of Ado l f  
Hitler i n  pr int at any one t ime . 
" Animal House " drew mi l l ions o f  
viewers . Run amuck with a chainsaw 
in T imes Square and Norman Ma iler 
wi l l  wr ite a best seller abou t you . 
Huddled a t  my typewr iter , with a 
Ma user on top o f  my typ ing paper and 
an M- 16 rea s s ur ingly ly ing at my 
fee t, I figured it out a l l  by myse l f :  
everybody loves a whacko . How else 
to exp l ain Alexander Haig or the guy 
who invented those s tupid fabric 
so ftener things that everybody leaves 
in the driers at the la undroma t? 
Have you got a be tter explana tion for 
a l l  those whackos in Wash ington? 
Try out this l ine from Jesse Helms : 
" . . .  Your tax do l l ars are be ing used 
to pay for grade schoo l courses that 
teac h our children that CANNIBALISM,  
WIFE SWAPPING, and the MURDER OF 
INFANTS· and the ELDERLY are 
acceptable behavior . "  This guy was 
elec ted to the United S tates Senate , 
twice . 
O r  these gems . 
From James Watt,  U . S .  Secre tary of 
the I nter ior : " Environmenta l i s ts are 
the greate s t  threat to the ecology o f  
the West . " 
From the Rev . Robert G .  Grant o f  
Amer ican C hr i s tian C ause : " Satan has 
taken the re ins o f  the ' women ' s  
l iberation ' movement and wi l l  stop a t  
no thing to des troy a l l  God l iness . "  
From Howard Phil l ips , founder o f  the 
Conservative C aucus which c laims 
scores of members in Congres s : "We 
must prove our ab i l i ty to get revenge 
on people who go agains t us . "  
From the Rev . Jerry F alwel l ,  pre s ident 
of the Moral Majority : " Jesus l ikes 
W inners . " • 
--D . LeSeure 
Whacko homo theory of the month 
A. I .  Jackman , a psyc hiatrist from 
Chicago, proposes that all hi storical 
anti-Semitism ,  inc l uding the kil l ing 
of 6 mill ion Jews d uring World War I I  
by the Naz i s ,  was c aused by 
homo sexua l s . He wrote a who le book 
about his c rackpot theory : it ' s  
entitled The Parano id Homosexual B a s i s  
o f  Anti-Semitism and Kind red Hatred 
and was publ i s hed in 1979 by the 
Vantage Pres s .  
The book begins with that tired 
q�otation from the O ld Testament,  
" I f  anyone l ie with a man as with a 
woman , both have commi tted an 
abomina tion , "  and it maintains the 
le vel o f  intel lec tual r igor that 
you ' d  expect from a book that beg ins 
that way . Jackman ' s  final solution 
for the problem is " shock treatments , 
phenothiazine s ,  and o ther drug s "  for 
a l l  homosexual s . 
By the way , the Vantage Pre ss is one 
of those outfits that wi l l  publish 
your book if you pay for the 
pr inting costs yourself . •  
--Christopher S tree t 
